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BSBPA Members:  Do you have upcoming events or news that you would like to share in our next issue? Contact Ellen Mottola, 
mottola-bsbpa@nycap.rr.com , 885-2772 (phone or fax) or mail to BSBPA, PO Box 386, Ballston Spa, NY 12020. The deadline 
for the February issue is January 25, 2008. I am also interested in spotlighting member businesses. Promptness is always appreci-
ated, questions answered with a smile!  
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The beautiful Springer home was 
one of the stops on the House 
Tour. 
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Ballston Spa High School Amnesty International 
Club Presents The Chosen 
 
Six AIDS orphans from Uganda, known as The Chosen, 
will be presenting a dance and song program at the Ball-
ston Spa High School Amnesty International Club’s 
Coffee House on Thursday, January 10, 2008  at 7 pm in 
the High School Library.   
 
These children have been selected from among 400 chil-
dren being offered education and hope for the future by 
Action for Empowerment, an indigenous Ugandan non-
profit grass roots organization based in Bugembe, a 
small town outside of Jinja in southern Uganda.  
 
Action for Empowerment’s mission is to provide formal 
and/or vocational education to desperately poor, ne-
glected and forgotten orphans whose parents have died 
of AIDS. In addition, assistance is provided to children 
with AIDS and widows who have lost their spouses to 
AIDS, many of them HIV positive themselves. Pro-
grams funded by Action for Empowerment are the Re-
haboth School, Widows Empowerment Program and a 
Medical Clinic. 
 
The Rehaboth School opened in its new facility this past 
winter 2007. A team of international volunteers, includ-
ing residents of Ballston Spa and Saratoga Springs 
played an integral role in preparing the new school for 
the first day of classes. The 2007 team also assisted the 
fledgling widow’s crafts cooperative and purchased 
crafts with donated funds. The paper bead jewelry, made 
by the widows, is being sold in businesses throughout 
the Capital District including Ballston Spa. 100% of 
proceeds are returned to Uganda, part back to the 
women and part to the Widow’s Empowerment Pro-
gram. 
 
The Medical Clinic provides basic medical care for the 
children, their caregivers and siblings. The 2007 team 
included two physicians from Saratoga Springs who 
worked closely with Action for Empowerment medical 
staff. The team brought thousands of dollars of medical 
supplies to Uganda and additional medicines were pur-
chased with donated funds. 
Admission to the coffee house is $2.00.  100% of any 
donations will go directly to Action for Empower-
ment programs. 
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