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Recently, members of the BSBPA board of directors 
attended a luncheon hosted by the Saratoga Economic 
Development Corporation. This event was an invitation 
to community leaders to meet representatives of Ad-
vanced Micro Devices (AMD), which is interested in 
building a chip fabricating plant at the Luther's Forest 
Technology Park. After a welcome and introduction of 
dignitaries by Ken Green, president of SEDC and an 
introduction of AMD Representatives by Senator Joe 
Bruno, there was a question and answer period. The 
following are paraphrased questions and responses 
from that session: 
 Q:  Why build here? A: Reasons include proximity to 
business partner IBM in Fishkill, incentives from New 
York State, location of Albany Nanotech and other edu-
cational institutions already in this area that specialize 
in the field. 
 Q: What is the certainty of coming to Malta? A:  The 
representatives did not give a firm yes or no answer. 
They are in the design review stage and hope to have a 
design drawing in approximately 3 months. They could 
break ground as soon as July 2007 but have until 2009 
to make the final decision whether to go ahead and 
build. It will be about 2 years from that point until the 
plant is operational. 
Q: How many people will be hired from Saratoga 
County? A: Initially, existing AMD employees will be 
brought in to train the employees they hire locally. AMD 

would also rely on the colleges in the area for future 
employees. There will be a mix of blue and white-collar 
positions. They will be looking for mechanical and 
chemical engineers. They will also need employees 
with 2-3 year technically degrees specifically in semi-
conductor operations.  
Q: What steps will be taken to make sure our air and 
water sources, etc are not contaminated? A: They will 
be working with all the newest technology and using 
experiences from other AMD plants to improve environ-
mental safety. They stressed that there are many safe-
guards in place. 
Q: Would AMD be using a local packing and shipping 
firm? A: Basically they reuse the packaging that the wa-
fers are sent to the facility in. 
Q: Will AMD be using general contractors from the 
area? A: Where possible, and where regulations allow. 
Right now they are using M&W Sander Inc. for their de-
sign review. They use an Italian architectural firm that 
has designed all of their plants. 
 Q: Have they selected a local realtor to assist their em-
ployees who will be moving to the area? 
A: Although they feel it is too early in the process to do 
this, should the time come, they will be using a local 
firm to assist any employees who will be relocating to 
the area. 
 Q: What will AMD do to contribute and preserve our 
community? A: All AMD plants become involved in their 
communities. It could be volunteering, funds for non-
profits and particularly for local educational systems. 
They believe strongly in giving back and getting in-
volved in their communities.  
 We will continue to keep our membership up to date on 
any additional information we receive. 
Submitted by Tina Mangino-Coffey 

BSBPA Members Attend Luncheon  
with AMD Representatives 
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BSBPA Members:  Do you have upcoming events or news that you would like to share in our next issue? Contact Ellen Mottola, 
mottola-bsbpa@nycap.rr.com , 885-2772 (phone or  fax) or mail to BSBPA, PO Box 386, Ballston Spa, NY 12020. The deadline 
for the March issue is February 23, 2007. I am also interested in spotlighting member businesses. Promptness is always appreci-
ated, questions answered with a smile!  
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Officer Dave Bush of the Ballston Spa Police Depart-
ment held a Crime Prevention seminar recently for 
Ballston Spa business owners. Officer Bush described 
the types of crimes against businesses, such as burglar-
ies and robberies, and how village businesses can, in his 
words, “ increase the risk and reduce the reward”  for po-
tential criminals. He offered the following tips: 
· Have good lighting inside and outside your busi-

ness—leave some lights on when business is closed 
at night.  

· Always be sure to check all locks and windows be-
fore leaving.  

· Post signs warning of alarm or other deterrent on 
premises, install motion detectors, decoys.   

· Never leave cash on the premises. Inventory all 
items such as cash registers, video or sound systems 
and engrave them with name, record serial num-
bers.   

· Be diligent and vigilant around your business—
contact police if you have any awareness of suspi-
cious activity.  

· If a break in occurs, call police immediately, do not 
attempt to clean up or touch anything.  

 
Working together, businesses and law enforcement can 
be proactive in preventing crimes against business and 
property in the village. 
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