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BSBPA Members:  Do you have upcoming events or news that you would like to share in our next issue? Contact Ellen Mottola, 
mottola-bsbpa@nycap.rr.com , 885-2772 (phone or fax) or mail to BSBPA, PO Box 386, Ballston Spa, NY 12020. The deadline 
for the June issue is May 25, 2008. I am also interested in spotlighting member businesses. Promptness is always appreciated, 
questions answered with a smile!  
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Sonny & Perley Trio 

Dancing to The Lustre Kings Kevin McKrell & Friends 

Wiswall Park is the place to be 
Thursday evenings this summer! 
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Newsletter Ads Available 
We are accepting a limited 
number of ads for the 
BSBPA newsletter each 
month. Cost is only $25 
for a 2x2 and $50 for a 
2x4 per month. Ads should 
be in jpeg format. Contact 
Ellen or Tina if inter-
ested. 
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Ballston Spa High School Students to Tackle Financial Literacy Issue 
              Ballston Spa High School recently received a $92,000 service-learning grant from The State Farm Youth Advisory 
Board, in partnership with State Farm Insurance, which is aimed at improving financial management problems including com-
pulsive or excessive spending, overuse and abuse of credit, youth gambling and failure to make smart money decisions. The 
Ballston Spa Central School District is one of 44 organizations to receive a service-learning, youth-led grant across the United 
States and Canada. A Good Neighbor Grant in the amount of $70,000 to help promote and sustain this and other service learning 
initiatives within the Ballston Spa School District is supplementing the grant of $92,500. State Farm supports service-learning 
because it combines service to the community with classroom curriculum in a hands-on approach to mastering subject material 
while fostering civic responsibility.  
              The grant is a boost to the financial literacy component of the Freshman Seminar curriculum at the school. Freshman 
Seminar a course taken by the majority of freshman students where they learn financial literacy, study skills, computer skills, and 
research careers.  The purpose of the program is to develop a regional financial literacy mass media campaign aimed at improv-
ing personal financial management, including the production of a documentary about the students' project. To that end, Ballston 
Spa students will be carrying out several activities in the community to bring awareness about the importance of financial liter-
acy. All Ballston Spa High School freshmen will participate in some function. Some specific activities include: 

·     A motto will be developed for the initiative.  All Freshman Seminar students submitted a motto idea, and the students 
voted on the motto, "Save now, Smile later."  The motto will be rolled out beginning of May. The goal is to have 90% 
of community members be able to recite the motto at the end of this project. 
 

·     Students will be developing and distributing financial materials, and creating a website to distribute this information to 
100 school districts, and reach 1000 people weekly.   
 

·     Money tips of the week will be read over the school announcements, found on the website, and on the school digital 
signboard.  
 

·     Students will write financial literacy articles monthly for district news releases.  
 

·     Students will interview senior citizens at Maplewood Manor to understand key life lessons related to money. 
 

·     Students will partner with area businesses to provide information, seminars, or other events such as a financial fair. 
 

·     Students will roll out the Penny Harvest in all BSCSD schools.   
 
 Look for the student display on Financial Literacy Awareness at Coffee Planet this First Friday, May 2. 
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