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BSBPA Members:  Do you have upcoming events or news that you would like to share in our next issue? Contact Ellen Mottola, 
mottola-bsbpa@nycap.rr.com , 885-2772 (phone or fax) or mail to BSBPA, PO Box 386, Ballston Spa, NY 12020. The deadline 
for the March issue is February 25, 2009. I am also interested in spotlighting member businesses. Promptness is always appreci-
ated, questions answered with a smile!  
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BSBPA Marketing: 
Our Village Image in 2009 
 
Most would agree the BSBPA’s 2008 "Ballston Rocks" 
campaign was quite successful in raising the image of 
Ballston Spa. Now, 2009 is shaping up to be a serious 
challenge for many businesses. The BSBPA marketing 
committee is currently planning which aspects of the 
village to emphasize in the marketing for 2009. We all 
know so many great features of our village that add up 
to create its unique charm but focusing on the key areas 
that will spark the most interest can be a challenge. We 
wanted to make our members aware of some of the ar-
eas we might shine a light on in hopes that all the busi-
nesses and residents of our village can benefit. 
 
Ballston Spa was recently named the first Fair Trade 
Town in New York State. (Whether your municipality 
is a hamlet or a city the designation is "town" in this 
program.) That means for the moment we are New 
York State's only Fair Trade Town. We hope to empha-
size this in our marketing this year. If your business can 
add fair trade products to your offerings please keep us 
informed so that we can add even more critical mass to 
this program. For information on fair trade or participat-
ing as a fair trade merchant please see the articles in this 
months newsletter.  
 
We are also looking at opportunities to bring similar 
business segments together in cooperative marketing 
efforts. For example, one possibility would be all the 
spa service businesses have an idea for a April promo-
tion. Working together, their efforts and dollars (and 
possibly the Association's) can go farther. Likewise, 
restaurant owners or antique store owners might col-
laborate. Consider this a call to talk amongst your-
selves, and then let us know what you're thinking. The 
marketing committee is happy to meet with your groups 
and offer our thoughts and see how we can support you. 
 
In tough economic times, it may be more important 
than ever that we all work together as a village to en-
sure success. It just so happens that's why the BSBPA 
was created. 
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