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Film Festival News

I'm not one to make New Year's resolutions
but I do try to keep focused on certain things.
One thing I always try to do is to keep a positive attitude. I look for the good that can come
from a not so wonderful situation. It's not always easy
but usually it can be done. I've given a lot of thought to
the economic situation that we are in the midst of and
although it appears that this recession may take a while
to turn around, there are some real bright spots. I see
the coming of AMD as having a positive impact on the
village. The creation of 1,500 plus jobs certainly will
benefit us. Many of these folks will be moving to our
area and shopping locally. Ballston Spa becoming a
"Fair Trade Town" drives the awareness of quality of
life issues. This shows me that both the Village government as well as local merchants and residents want to
learn about and take part in improving the quality of
life both locally and globally. Another positive is, just as
with any family, when someone is going through a
hard time, the family joins together in support. I've said
many times that the people of Ballston Spa are like family to me. We need to insure that our family of merchants pull through this recession. Shopping locally is
the answer.
This past summer Patty and I were driving around and
passed a Church marquee that said "Nobody Can Do
Everything But Everyone Can Do Something" . If you
can find some time to help in our efforts or have ideas
you would like to share please let us know. This is "Our
Village" we are as close to being a family as you can get,
so lets join together in support. Were all in this together.

The Ballston Spa Film Festival was quite the event this
past summer, In fact, it was thought to be noteworthy
enough by Metroland, one of the Capital region’s most
well-read arts and entertainment publications, to include a photo taken at the festival in the magazine’s
“2008 Review in Photos”.

Happy New Year,

Cliff

Not one to rest on his laurels, Film Festival coordinator
Daniel DeFabio has already set the dates for the 2009
festival (August 7-8) and has even secured some very
crucial funding. The Saratoga Program for Art Funding has awarded the festival a grant for $1,680 and
the festival earned a $1000 grant from Saratoga Gaming and top sponsorship level support of The Linda/
WAMC.

2008 Film Festival Screening in Wiswall Park

The festival is currently looking for submissions of
short films, documentaries or animation between 5
and 15 minutes in length, to be judged by professional
filmmakers from Hollywood and New York. New for
2009, festival will now include categories for both best
high school young filmmaker and best college young
filmmaker. Details and an online application can be
found at www.bspafilm.com .

Member News
Welcome to Our newest
members
Butler, Rowland Mays,
Architects, LLP
Paul Mays/Steven Rowland
57 West High Street
Ballston Spa, NY
518 885-1255
www.brmarchitects.com

Deanna Veet
18 McLean Street
‘Ballston Spa, NY
Honorary Member:
Assemblyman James Tedisco
NYS Assembly

About Our Members & Neighbors:
Ballston Spa United Methodist Church’s free monthly
lunches dates for January are Wednesday, Jan. 14th
(sponsored by Saratoga Bridges) and Saturday, Jan.
31st ( sponsored by BSUMC). Both lunches are from
11:30 am– 1 pm.
Brookside
Brookside Museum will be
featuring the work of local
artist Suzanne Shepard in
an upcoming eye-catching
exhibit. The opening is
Thursday, January 15th
from 5-7 pm. Admission is
free and refreshments will
be served. Suzanne's artwork will be on display until
March. Also, the museum’s Holiday Shoppe, featuring
handmade note cards, candles, scarves, quilts, candies,
jewelry, and more, will be having an after-holiday sale
from January 2nd through the 10th, where items will be
discounted up to 50% off!
Saratoga’s Winterfest will take place from Friday, January 30 through Sunday, February 1, 2009. The annual
Chowderfest will run from 11 am-4 pm on Saturday,
January 31. The cost to sample the chowder is $1.00 for
a 3 oz cup. For more information visit the Saratoga
Con
Convention and Tourism website at www.
discoversaratoga.org.
Heartfelt condolences to Donna Martin and family on
the sudden passing of her mother Sylvia Van Deinse.
Sylvia was an active and dedicated member of the First
Presbyterian Church of Ballston Spa.

Chamber Angels, a program of The Chamber of SouthSouthern Saratoga County,
County provided holiday gifts to 390 underprivileged children thanks to the generosity of businesses and individuals who donated toys, clothes, and
personal items. Chamber Angels has been serving children in the area during the holidays for 19 years, but
this year saw the largest number of families in need of
assistance. "We usually serve about 350 children each
year, but this was our biggest year yet, perhaps due to
job losses and a struggling economy", said Denise RoRomeo,
meo Vice President of Member Development at The
Chamber and Coordinator of Chamber Angels. "What
we didn't see was any decrease in the generosity of the
many businesses and individuals who donated gifts and
money to the children". In other Chamber news, James
S. Hartle ,Vice
President/Area Retail Leader at Key
,
Bank, N.A., has been recently elected as the 2009 Chair
of the Board of The Chamber of Southern Saratoga
County. He has served on the Chamber's Board of Directors since 2003 and as an officer on the Executive
Committee since 2005. In addition, the following individuals have been elected to serve as officers for 2009:
Marcy Steiner,
Steiner Executive Director-Seton Health Foundation, Chair-Elect; Eddie Hicks,
Hicks President-Prestige
Services, Inc., First Vice Chairperson; Laurie Ferlazzo,
Ferlazzo
CPA, Senior Tax Accountant-The Bonadio Group,
Treasurer; and Suzann Smart,
Smart Executive Director &
Vice President - Ellis Hospital Foundation, Secretary.
When The Whistling Kettle wanted a new TV commercial, they called Daniel DeFabio of www.DeFabioDesign.
com. He in turn called upon filmmaker Mike Fuerstein
whom he met while putting on this past summer’s BallBallston Spa Film Festival.
Festival "I wanted a DP (director of photography) who had better skills and equipment than I
did. And since the Times Union had named him best
local filmmaker for 2008 I figured you can't do much
better than that," said DeFabio. To DeFabio's surprise,
Fuerstein had also enlisted the skills of a filmmaker he
met at the Ballston Spa Film Festival. Mike arrived at
the shoot with a student intern to serve as camera assistant. Jacob McAuliffe,
McAuliffe a sophomore at BSHS, had been
working with Mike on his independent film eScape.
Mike recruited Jacob after seeing his short film "The
New Kid" play at the festival last August. The finished
spot can be seen on the Whistling Kettle's website
(www.thewhistlingkettle.com/our_store) and you might
catch it on TV too.

BSBPA Members: Do you have upcoming events or news that you would like to share in our next issue? Contact Ellen Mottola,
mottola-bsbpa@nycap.rr.com , 885-2772 (phone or fax) or mail to BSBPA, PO Box 386, Ballston Spa, NY 12020. The deadline
for the February issue is January 26, 2009. I am also interested in spotlighting member businesses. Promptness is always appreciated, questions answered with a smile!
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member News
You can check out more news
on the 2009 Film Festival in
this issue. However, in what
is certainly the best production in the DeFabio house
these days, Daniel and his
wife Tina welcomed new son
Lucas into the world on December 21st at 4 am, weighing 7 lbs, 4 oz. He’s ready for his close-up!
The Ballston Spa Rotary Club and their charter Interact
Club, at the Ballston Spa High School, are hosting an
eveningwear fashion show, Thursday, February
26th. The event is a fundraiser to benefit the eradication of polio and contribute to the worldwide goal of Rotary International, to be matched dollar for dollar by
Bill Gates of the Microsoft Corporation. Volunteers and
vendors are sought to ensure an evening of success. The clubs are currently seeking donations of formal wear, food/beverage services, hair styling services,
make-up artistry, jewelry and accessories as well as general donations to be modeled by students and teachers. Vendor space and advertising will be available for
florists, limo services, formal wear, photography and
other relevant business types. Parent volunteers are
welcome! Interact is a service club for young people
ages 14-18. Sponsored by local Rotary clubs, Interact
clubs give young people an opportunity to participate in
fun, meaningful service projects while developing leadership skills and meeting new friends. Interact is an international organization that fosters leadership and responsible citizenship and promotes international understanding and peace. To contribute products, services, donations or request more details, please contact
Angela McFarland,
McFarland Our Towne Ballston Spa, 956-0195
or angela@ourtowneballstonspa.com
Jim Lapointe,
Lapointe President of The Colden Company Inc.,
Inc
has successfully renewed his certification with the Disaster Recovery Institute. Jim is a Certified Business
Continuity Planner (CBCP) and helps business prepare
for and more importantly, avoid disaster situations.
A community member contacted us to compliment the
whimsical holiday display in the window of O’Brien’s
Pharmacy.
Pharmacy This longtime village business on the corner
of Milton Avenue and Front Street has always done a
wonderful job over the years in their window displays
and certainly contributes to the festive atmosphere
downtown. Another attractive business display that was
noted this season was in the large windows of the newly
renovated Elliott Property Services building.
Ballston Spa Business & Professional Association

After extensive renovations that have been very visibly
underway for most of the past year, Milton Avenue AnAntiques is now open for business at 215 Milton Ave. Kudos to owners Richard D’Amico and Susan Munday for
their dedication and persistence. The shop is a great
addition to the antique scene here in Ballston Spa.

First in Fair Trade
The Fair Trade Towns Steering Committee is proud to
announce that Ballston Spa is the first town in the
state -- and only ninth in the nation -- to achieve Fair
Trade Town status.
The committee wishes to thank Mayor John
Romano and the Village Trustees for passing a resolution endorsing fair trade on Dec. 8, as well as the
BSBPA and area businesses and individuals for their
encouragement. With five businesses (Wild Thyme
Whole Food & Tea Co., Mango Tree Imports, The Coffee Planet, Strolling Village Artisans, and Fifty South
Restaurant & Bar) selling fair trade products and two
churches (Christ Episcopal and First Presbyterian) committed to serving fair trade coffee and tea, the Village
has made an excellent start. But this is only the beginning. We hope to double the number of participating
businesses and would love to see all Village churches
embrace fair trade in 2009.
Watch for news about Movie Night at the Ballston Spa Library in February and a public "ribboncutting" event in the spring with free workshops and activities to promote and celebrate the town's fair trade
designation. For more information contact Kim Andersen at 884-4652 or mangotreeny@verizon.net.
January Networking Opportunities
January’s MidMid-Week Mixer will be held on Wednesday,
January 14 from 5:305:30-7 pm
51 Front Wine Bar and Bistro, 51 Front Street
Light fare and cash bar. Cost is $10 at the door
January’s Networking Breakfast is scheduled for TuesTuesday, January 20 from 7:307:30-8:30 am
Pizza Works, 54 Milton Avenue
ressCost is $5 with advance reservation or $10 without re
ervation, both payable at the door.
885885-2772 or info@ballston.org
Are you interested in hosting a MidMid-Week Mixer
or Networking
Networking Breakfast at your business or
establishment in 2009? Contact Wayne McCormick at
earthcare@verizon.net or 885885-8733
or Ellen at
at the BSBPA office.
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Association news
Festival of Trees—Thank You!
The Festival of Trees committee of the BSBPA would like to thank the following businesses and individuals for their
support of the 2008 Festival of Trees. Special appreciation goes to Sister Jean Marie, Jake Stomieroski and St. Mary's
Elementary School and staff for their help and their generous permission to allow us the use of their facilities.
We would also like to thank all of the volunteers who helped us set up and break down the Festival and for the
many people who helped staff the 3 day event.
Finally, we want to thank everyone who came out and visited the Festival of Trees and helped make it a success once
again this year. We would like to remind everyone to support those local businesses and organizations that have
taken an interest in our community. Without proceeds generated from the generous public support of events like the
Festival of Trees, we would not be able to continue to offer many of the free community activities that help make
Ballston Spa a great place to live, work and do business.
Sincerely,
Festival of Trees Committee

Adirondack Trust Company
Ballston Spa Film Festival
Ballston Spa House and Garden
Club
Ballston Spa National Bank
Ballston Spa Rotary Club
Bronwyn Bartlett
Basil’s Creative Catering
Brookside Nursery

The Church Mouse Nursery School
Claysculpture Pottery
Mattison Coffey
Angela Compton
Corina Oberai & Ania
Creative Endeavors
Daisy Dry Goods
Earth Care

FANS
Genevieve's
Girls Night Out
Heather Leyh Design
Cheryl Hensler
Courtney Kelly
Lang Brothers

Ralph Mangino
Mangino Pontiac Buick Chevrolet
Mottola Family
JoAnn Orologio
Pam Relyea
Phyllis Rodak
St. Mary's Youth Group
Saratoga Bridges Ballston Spa Dayhab
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Spa Properties Group
Cheryl Springer
Steve Springer
Springer Property Management
Watson & Forbes Design
Peggy Wheeler
Kelly Whittredge

January 2009

Local Happenings
Midtown Wine & Spirits
Stop in and try some wine. Check out our great selection @
Warehouse prices. 5-9 pm 77 Milton Ave. 518 884-8346

January 2, 2009
Strolling Village Artisans
-Iron Spring Gallery
Opening reception: Artist Demonstrations 6-9 pm
20 Washington Street 885-5855 www.
strollingvillageartisans.com
Claysculpture pottery
20 Washington St. 885-6302,
www.claysculpturepottery.com
Heather Leyh designs
New name, same fun and funky jewelry and glass beads. Join
me for open studio evening, complete with glass beadmaking
demonstrations, fun new jewelry and special pricing on jewelry making and glass beadmaking classes. 20 Washington
Street-Upstairs 817-5524 www.heatherbeads.com
Coffee Planet
“Annie and the Hedonists”, View local artists’ photos & paintings 6-9 pm 100 Milton Ave. 884-9913 www.thecoffeeplanet.
net

Whistling Kettle
“LB Walker”, Classic blues & American standards, 6-9 pm
24 Front St., 884-2662 www.thewhistlingkettle.com
Mango tree Imports
Celebrating Ballston Spa as NY’s First Fair Trade Town! Information about Fair Trade. 6-9 pm 2124A Route 50 8844652 www.mangotreeimports.com
Las mariposas Language Center
Returned Peace Corps Volunteers Unite! Info about joining
the Peace Corps from current and former volunteers. 6:308:30 pm 2124A Route 50 884-4652 www.mangotreeimports.
com
Fifty South
Offering $5 drink specials and 10% off dinner purchase.
6-9 pm 2128 Route 50 884-2926 www.fiftysouth.com
National Bottle Museum
Hot Glass Flameworking Demonstrations by Larry Rutland at
Museum Glassworks. 6-9 pm 10 Washington St.
Meet the Artist-Fred Neudoerffer in the Artist’s Space on the
Museum’s 2nd floor Art Gallery: 76 Milton Ave. 885-7589
www.nationalbottlemuseum.org

Corina Contemporary Jewelry & Fine
Crafts
Start the New Year off the right way. Rob Blanchard talks
about Feng Shui and how it affects your life. 6-9 pm 89 Milton Ave. 885-0930 www.corinajewelry.com
Save the Date!
The BSBPA’s Annual Meeting
and Community Mixer
Tuesday, March 24, 2009
Manna’s Restaurant
6:30-7 pm social half hour
7 pm Meeting
$5/BSBPA Members, $10/Non-members with $5
discount if you join that evening.
More Details to Come!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
January 2 First Friday in Ballston Spa, downtown shops and restaurants, 6-9 pm
January 14 Mid-Week Mixer, 5:30-7 pm, 51 Front Wine Bar and Bistro, 51 Front Street
January 19 BSBPA Board of Directors meeting, 7 pm, Elliott Property Services
January 20 Networking Breakfast, 7:30-8:30 am, Pizza Works, 54 Milton Avenue

Happy New Year!

P.O. Box 386
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

