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BBBBusiness, Professionalusiness, Professionalusiness, Professionalusiness, Professional————and Residentand Residentand Residentand Resident————AssociationAssociationAssociationAssociation 

The Ballston Spa Business & Professional Association includes members who are local business owners 
and those who have other professions and/or reside in the village. We aim to offer our programs, 
events, and promotions to benefit everyone. A free concert is a great thing for residents to come and en-
joy. It's also a great boost to the area businesses to focus that kind of foot traffic near their shops. As a 
resident member, I'm often surprised to meet neighbors that don't know what the BSBPA does or think 
we are solely concerned with the businesses’ interests. Perhaps it's a result of our name. Maybe the 
word “resident” should have been in our name. Back when the Association was first formed, there was 
some strong debate about that, but in the end “Business & Professional”  prevailed, even though there 
were a great many active resident members even at that time.   

I love how the two aspects of our association compliment each other so well. As we all deal with a 
rough economy, our residents may find free events in the village like parades, First Fridays, concerts 
and movies in the park to be of even more importance. Those same events can bring a needed boost of 
customers into our village shops. While, almost everything the BSBPA does is of such equal benefit to 
both residents and business owners, we may forget to emphasize the appeal to one group or the other. 
Making a great place to live and work takes...well, it takes a village. We're all in this together. Our as-
sociation is not just building a community for business, we also building businesses for the community. 
Residents would not enjoy life in our village nearly as much without the stores and restaurants we 
have. And our businesses count on our residents (and their friends from out of town) to patronize their 
establishments. Whether you own a business or live in the village, I urge you to think of this Associa-
tion as benefiting you directly. Make a resolution this year to attend more events in the village. Even 
better, volunteer to help out with some. Recruit neighbors to join us. And now that Ballston Spa has 
embraced fair trade, shopping local can have global impact too. Pulling together in tough times can 
truly do a world of good. 
Daniel DeFabio, BSBPA Board Member and Resident 
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Welcome to 

Our newest  

members 

BSBPA Members:  Do you have upcoming events or news that you would like to share in our next issue? Contact Ellen Mottola, 

mottola-bsbpa@nycap.rr.com , 885-2772 (phone or fax) or mail to BSBPA, PO Box 386, Ballston Spa, NY 12020. The deadline 

for the March issue is February 25, 2009. I am also interested in spotlighting member businesses. Promptness is always appreci-

ated, questions answered with a smile!  

Member News 

AAAAbout Our Members & Neighbors:bout Our Members & Neighbors:bout Our Members & Neighbors:bout Our Members & Neighbors:    
    
Ballston Spa United Methodist Church’s Ballston Spa United Methodist Church’s Ballston Spa United Methodist Church’s Ballston Spa United Methodist Church’s free monthly 
lunches dates are Wednesday, Feb. 11th (sponsored by 
Saratoga Bridges) and Saturday, Feb. 28th ( sponsored 
by BSUMC). Both lunches are  from 11:30 am– 1 pm. 
Ash Wednesday service will be Wed., February 25th at 7 
pm—all are welcome. The church is hosting a concert 
featuring the band Towne Meeting Towne Meeting Towne Meeting Towne Meeting on Saturday, March 
14th at 3 PM. The band features distinctive blend of vo-
cals and acoustic sounds for vintage and contemporary 
music. Admission is $10 and there will be free dessert. 
Contact the church at 885-6886 for more information. 

 
The Ballston Spa Board of Education Ballston Spa Board of Education Ballston Spa Board of Education Ballston Spa Board of Education is currently seek-
ing a new representative from the community to join 
the Board for the remainder of the school year. The seat 
is available due to the resignation of Patrick Leanza last 
month as he prepared to move out of the state.  
The open position on the Board of Education will be 
filled for the remainder of the year by an appointment 
process. Interested community members need to apply 
and participate in an interview during a public session 
of the Board in February. The seat will also be available 
for a regular term, to be determined by ballot at the 
Board of Education elections in May. That term begins 
in July 2009. For more information, call the district of-
fice at 884-7195 ext. 329 
 
Our thoughts and prayers are with BSBPA board mem-
ber and treasurer Donna AveryDonna AveryDonna AveryDonna Avery  upon the passing of her 
mother in January. 

“Spruce Up Time” at Coffee PlanetCoffee PlanetCoffee PlanetCoffee Planet————the village’s favor-
ite coffeehouse will be closing for a few days beginning 
Monday, March 2nd while they freshen up. They will be 
repainting with all new and exciting colors, adding new 
menu boards as well as adding some new lighting and 
spiffing up the Bar area. They're very excited about their 
upcoming new look and can't wait for all of you to see it. 

 
The Fair Trade Fair Trade Fair Trade Fair Trade movement contin-
ues to grow in Ballston Spa. Each 
month more local business owners 
and community organizations 
commit to carrying or providing 
fairly traded products and more 
local residents commit to incorpo-
rating fair trade into their daily 
lives. If you would like to be in-
volved, and have yet to be ap-
proached by a member of the BalBalBalBall-l-l-l-

ston Spa for Fair Trade Steering Committeeston Spa for Fair Trade Steering Committeeston Spa for Fair Trade Steering Committeeston Spa for Fair Trade Steering Committee, please con-
tact KimKimKimKim at Mango Tree Imports  Mango Tree Imports  Mango Tree Imports  Mango Tree Imports  
(mangotreeny@verizon.net). In the meantime, save Sat-
urday, April 25 as a day to celebrate the unveiling of 
Ballston Spa’s new signage and participate in work-
shops about fair trade. This event will be open to the 
public and we are encouraging all to attend. In addition, 
watch for a March date for a showing of The Price of 
Sugar, narrated by Paul Newman, at the Ballston Spa 
Public Library. This movie is about the harsh conditions 
of sugar workers in the Dominican Republic.  
 
The Colden Company Colden Company Colden Company Colden Company recently attended the Continuing 
Education Conference sponsored by The Linc Network 
in Dallas Texas. The Colden Company, based here in 
Ballston Spa and The Linc Network, an international 
HVAC franchise, have agreed that Colden Company will 
become a National Preferred Vendor for Information 
Technology Services through-out their franchise net-
work. This locally based business has certainly been 
making its name known in the IT sector. 
 
Graphic artist and BSBPA member  DDDDaniel DeFabio’s  aniel DeFabio’s  aniel DeFabio’s  aniel DeFabio’s  
latest work can be  seen in filmmaker Ellie Bernstein’s Ellie Bernstein’s Ellie Bernstein’s Ellie Bernstein’s 
documentary Waiting For Mercy, which was recently 
screened at the Madison Theatre in Albany. DeFabio 
designed the graphics  for the film, which is about the 
2004 Albany court case involving two local Muslim men 
who were convicted of supporting terrorism. 

Blue Rock Energy 
Matthew Holleran 
 150 Church Street 
Saratoga Springs, NY 

518 265-4350 
www.bluerockenergy.com 

Saratoga Hospital Foundation 
Susan Axelrod 

211 Church Street 
Saratoga Springs, NY 

518 583-8663 
www.saratogacare.org 

Mu Mu Muesli 
Lisa Zaccaglini 
PO Box 333 

Sharon Springs, NY 
2009 Farmers Market Vendor 
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member News 

Stephen AlbrightStephen AlbrightStephen AlbrightStephen Albright, son of Dennis and Eileen Albright Dennis and Eileen Albright Dennis and Eileen Albright Dennis and Eileen Albright of 
TTTT----Shirt Graphics Shirt Graphics Shirt Graphics Shirt Graphics had the great honor of being able to 
attend President BaBaBaBarack Obama’s rack Obama’s rack Obama’s rack Obama’s inauguration in 
Washington, DC recently, as part of the Presidential Presidential Presidential Presidential 
Youth Inaugural Conference (PYIC). Youth Inaugural Conference (PYIC). Youth Inaugural Conference (PYIC). Youth Inaugural Conference (PYIC). Stephen is an ac-
complished student at Saratoga Springs High School, an 
Eagle Scout and community volunteer. The PYIC gives  
young people such as Stephen the opportunity to take 
part in historic events like the presidential inaugura-
tion. In addition to the ceremony, Stephen and his fel-
low invitees were able to attend the inaugural parade 
and a black tie inaugural ball as well as participate in 
discussions, sightseeing and other activities in the na-
tion's Capitol. Congratulations to Stephen on this spe-
cial  honor. 
 
The BSBPABSBPABSBPABSBPA is  looking for members who would like to 
help on any of our committees for 2009. The Associa-
tion is a volunteer-driven organization and all those 
great events from concerts to film festivals, car shows to 
holiday parades can’t happen without the efforts of vol-
unteers. There will be sign up sheets at the Annual 
meeting in March but if you are unable to join us that 
evening, please contact Ellen at the BSBPA office if you 
are interested in becoming a part of the action. Check 
upcoming newsletters also for volunteer requests as 
events happen throughout the year. Thanks for your 
support! 
 
Guiding Eyes for the Blind Puppy Raising ProgramGuiding Eyes for the Blind Puppy Raising ProgramGuiding Eyes for the Blind Puppy Raising ProgramGuiding Eyes for the Blind Puppy Raising Program is 
looking for regional volunteers to help raise puppies to 
prepare them for guide dog school.  The Northern New 
York Puppy Raising Team, representing Saratoga, War-
ren and Washington counties and surrounding areas, 
meets twice a month at Christ Church United Methodist 
in Glens Falls and is in need of Puppy Raisers, Puppy 
Sitters and volunteers.   For more information about the 
Guiding Eyes for the Blind Puppy Raising Program, 
contact Cheryl at cflawyer@nycap.rr.com or visit www.
volunteer.guidingeyes.org. Local class meeting sched-
ules can be found at Yahoo Group 
“nnygebpuppyraisers”.  
 
If you’re looking for some family entertainment, check 
out Ballston Spa Middle  School’s Launching PadBallston Spa Middle  School’s Launching PadBallston Spa Middle  School’s Launching PadBallston Spa Middle  School’s Launching Pad pro-
duction of The Wizard of Oz at the Ballston Spa High 
School Auditorium. Dates are  Friday, Jan. 30 at 7 pm;  
Saturday, Jan. 31 at 1 pm and 7 pm; Friday February 6 
at 7 pm and Saturday February 7 at 1 pm and 7 pm. 
There will be a costume contest during intermission at 
the Saturday matinee performances so kids can come 
dressed as their favorite Oz character! Tickets are $7 for 
adults, $6 for students and seniors. 
 

Ballston Rocks and You Can, Too. 
Last year, the BSBPA launched an image cam-
paign around Ballston Rocks. A year later,  our 
marketing committee has built up brand equity for 
that slogan and logo. The logo, created by  
DeFabioDesign.com, has become emblematic of 
the new energy and positive changes in our vil-
lage. In the coming year the BSBPA will continue 
to make use of the logo and we'd like to make it 
available to our members for use in their own pro-
motions or marketing. Just drop an email to 
Daniel DeFabio at ddefabio@yahoo.com and de-
scribe your intended use of the logo and he can 
provide the art files to you in high quality for re-
production. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
What is Fair Trade? 
Fair Trade certified products guarantee not 
just fair prices to the producers, but also 
require that those producers adhere to hu-
mans rights guidelines banning child and 
slave labor, and ensuring their workers a 
safe workplace. Producers must agree to 
the United Nations charter of human 
rights. 
  
Ballston Spa is New York 
State’s first (and currently 
only)  Fair Trade town. 
Look for more Fair Trade 
Facts in upcoming newslet-
ters.   
To learn more about Fair Trade, visit 
www.fairtradetownsusa.org 
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Association news 

BSBPA Marketing: 

Our Village Image in 2009 
 

Most would agree the BSBPA’s 2008 "Ballston Rocks" 

campaign was quite successful in raising the image of 

Ballston Spa. Now, 2009 is shaping up to be a serious 

challenge for many businesses. The BSBPA marketing 

committee is currently planning which aspects of the 

village to emphasize in the marketing for 2009. We all 

know so many great features of our village that add up 

to create its unique charm but focusing on the key areas 

that will spark the most interest can be a challenge. We 

wanted to make our members aware of some of the ar-

eas we might shine a light on in hopes that all the busi-

nesses and residents of our village can benefit. 

 

Ballston Spa was recently named the first Fair Trade 

Town in New York State. (Whether your municipality 

is a hamlet or a city the designation is "town" in this 

program.) That means for the moment we are New 

York State's only Fair Trade Town. We hope to empha-

size this in our marketing this year. If your business can 

add fair trade products to your offerings please keep us 

informed so that we can add even more critical mass to 

this program. For information on fair trade or participat-

ing as a fair trade merchant please see the articles in this 

months newsletter.  
 

We are also looking at opportunities to bring similar 

business segments together in cooperative marketing 

efforts. For example, one possibility would be all the 

spa service businesses have an idea for a April promo-

tion. Working together, their efforts and dollars (and 

possibly the Association's) can go farther. Likewise, 

restaurant owners or antique store owners might col-

laborate. Consider this a call to talk amongst your-

selves, and then let us know what you're thinking. The 

marketing committee is happy to meet with your groups 

and offer our thoughts and see how we can support you. 

 

In tough economic times, it may be more important 

than ever that we all work together as a village to en-

sure success. It just so happens that's why the BSBPA 

was created. 

 

 

 

Ballston Rocks On—The Chairs Are Back! 
Due to the large number of inquiries received re-
garding the availability of last year’s Adirondack 
rocking chairs, your BSBPA is going to offer a slim 
version of the Chair program this year. We have 
purchased only 35 chairs, all natural so they can 
be any color you wish to paint them. They will be 
available on a first come, first served basis and 
will cost $100 each. We will not have a judged con-
test, or an auction at the end of the season but 
what a great draw the chairs are to your business 
and to the community. We will offer to secure 
them for you as we did last year.  
So, if you want one of the "Ballston Rocks" rock-
ers, now is the time to order one. They will only be 
available for a short time and supplies are limited. 
You may order your chair online at 
www.ballston.org on the merchan-
dise page or contact the BSBPA of-
fice at info@ballston.org or 885-
2772. Chairs must be paid for in 
advance. Pick up or delivery can be 
arranged. All chairs will need to be 
assembled by purchasers. 

Ballston Spa Ballston Spa Ballston Spa Ballston Spa     
Business & Professional AssociationBusiness & Professional AssociationBusiness & Professional AssociationBusiness & Professional Association    

Annual Meeting 
Tuesday, March 24, 2009 

Manna’s Restaurant, Low Street 
6-7 pm Social Hour 

7 pm Meeting 
$10 per person  

Discount on membership if you join that 
evening. 

Ballston still rocks—and we are celebrating 
the village’s designation as the first Fair 

Trade town in New York State! 
Please join us to meet and mingle. 

Learn more about the BSBPA’s plans for 
2009 and find out how you can play a more 
active role in keeping our community vital 

and productive. 



February Networking OpportunitiesFebruary Networking OpportunitiesFebruary Networking OpportunitiesFebruary Networking Opportunities    
    

 Mid Mid Mid Mid----Week Mixer Week Mixer Week Mixer Week Mixer     
Wednesday, February 11 Wednesday, February 11 Wednesday, February 11 Wednesday, February 11     

5:305:305:305:30----7 pm7 pm7 pm7 pm    
 The Brickyard Tavern,  The Brickyard Tavern,  The Brickyard Tavern,  The Brickyard Tavern,     

Light fare and casLight fare and casLight fare and casLight fare and cash bar. Cost is $10 at the door h bar. Cost is $10 at the door h bar. Cost is $10 at the door h bar. Cost is $10 at the door     
    
    

The Networking Breakfast IThe Networking Breakfast IThe Networking Breakfast IThe Networking Breakfast I    
Tuesday, February 17 Tuesday, February 17 Tuesday, February 17 Tuesday, February 17     

7:307:307:307:30----8:30 am8:30 am8:30 am8:30 am        
Village Bake Shop,  Village Bake Shop,  Village Bake Shop,  Village Bake Shop,      

Cost is $5 with advance reservation or $10 wCost is $5 with advance reservation or $10 wCost is $5 with advance reservation or $10 wCost is $5 with advance reservation or $10 without reservation, ithout reservation, ithout reservation, ithout reservation,     
both payable at the door.  both payable at the door.  both payable at the door.  both payable at the door.      

885885885885----2772 or info@ballston.org 2772 or info@ballston.org 2772 or info@ballston.org 2772 or info@ballston.org     
    

Are you interested in hosting a MidAre you interested in hosting a MidAre you interested in hosting a MidAre you interested in hosting a Mid----Week Mixer Week Mixer Week Mixer Week Mixer     
or Networking Breakfast at your business or or Networking Breakfast at your business or or Networking Breakfast at your business or or Networking Breakfast at your business or     

establishment in 2009? Contact Wayestablishment in 2009? Contact Wayestablishment in 2009? Contact Wayestablishment in 2009? Contact Wayne McCormick at earthcare@verizon.net or 885ne McCormick at earthcare@verizon.net or 885ne McCormick at earthcare@verizon.net or 885ne McCormick at earthcare@verizon.net or 885----8733 8733 8733 8733     
or Ellen at the BSBPA office.or Ellen at the BSBPA office.or Ellen at the BSBPA office.or Ellen at the BSBPA office.    

 Your Ad Here 

Promote Your Business-----Almost For Free! 

Each month the BSBPA Newsletter is sent to over 280 members. It is also available as 

an online download from our website which gets 12,000 visitors each month! 12,000 visitors each month! 12,000 visitors each month! 12,000 visitors each month!     

And beginning with the March issue, a limited (black and white) print run will be 

available at Coffee Planet. 

Currently, our color newsletter display ads are just $25 (for 2x2) or $50 (4x2) and 

are a great way to have your business stand out. Now we're pleased to offer another 

way to promote your business to the readers who care most about our village at a 

cost so low, it's almost free. For just $2, you can place a 20 word classified type ad 

in these pages. At $2, we hope you'll realize it's not about us making a profit; the 

transaction let's us keep track of the ads.  Just go to our website, 

www.ballston.org, click on the merchandise link at the top of the page and 

then "details" next to the Newsletter Ad choice to buy your ad for the next month's 

issue. When filling out the purchase, include your 20 words. Entries longer than 20 

words will be edited to fit. The deadline for these text ads is the same as the regular 

newsletter deadline---the 25th of the previous month (i.e. the March newsletter 

deadline is February 25th). This offer is for BSBPA member businesses only. 
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Local Happenings 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, February 21Saturday, February 21Saturday, February 21Saturday, February 21stststst 
 
Celebrate the winter weather at the 13th Annual Ballston Spa Winter Fun Festival! Activities to include: 
 

∗ The famous Bath Street Sledding Hill, open from 11 am to 5 pm. 
 

∗ Washtub Ice Fishing (ages 7 & younger)  

∗ 11 am-12 pm, Corner of Front & Bath St. 
 

∗ Snow ball throwing contest on Front Street  (prizes) 
           Age 5 & under: 12-12:30 pm 
           Age 6-10: 12:30-1 pm 
           Age 11-14:  1-1:30 pm 
           Age 15 & over:  1:30-2 pm 
     

∗  Ice Skating at Eastern Avenue Field, 
       weather permitting 
 
Indoor activities at Milton Community Center, 310 Northline Road, beginning at 5 pm: 
 

∗ Karaoke & Music 

∗ Children’s Crafts, including making Caramel Apples & coloring contest (Free) 

∗ Refreshments: Hot Dogs, Chili Dogs, coffee, hot chocolate, chips. 

 
For more information or to volunteer, contact the village office at 885-5711 

 
 

 
 

Ballston Spa Ballston Spa Ballston Spa Ballston Spa     
Winter FestivalWinter FestivalWinter FestivalWinter Festival    



            

            

            

            
February 6, 2009February 6, 2009February 6, 2009February 6, 2009February 6, 2009February 6, 2009February 6, 2009February 6, 2009February 6, 2009February 6, 2009February 6, 2009February 6, 2009            

    

Strolling Village ArtisansStrolling Village ArtisansStrolling Village ArtisansStrolling Village Artisans    

----Iron Spring Gallery Iron Spring Gallery Iron Spring Gallery Iron Spring Gallery  

Opening reception: Recent Works by artist Kevin McKrell 6-9 pm  
20 Washington Street  885-5855  www.strollingvillageartisans.com 
    

Claysculpture potteryClaysculpture potteryClaysculpture potteryClaysculpture pottery    

Opening reception for the new shop 20 Washington St. 885-6302,  
www.claysculpturepottery.com  
    

Heather Leyh designsHeather Leyh designsHeather Leyh designsHeather Leyh designs    

Come celebrate Valentine’s Day with the perfect gift for your 
sweetie (or yourself). New glass beads, jewelry and new classes for 
2009! Join me in the studio for glass beadmaking demonstrations. 
20 Washington Street-Upstairs 817-5524 www.heatherbeads.com 
  
Coffee Planet Coffee Planet Coffee Planet Coffee Planet     

“Red Haired Strangers”, View local artists’ photos & paintings 6-9 
pm 100 Milton Ave. 884-9913 www.thecoffeeplanet.net    

    
Corina Contemporary Jewelry & Fine CraCorina Contemporary Jewelry & Fine CraCorina Contemporary Jewelry & Fine CraCorina Contemporary Jewelry & Fine Craftsftsftsfts    

Come see antiques dealer Lori Zareski’s art created with leftover 
and salvaged items. 6-9 pm 89 Milton Ave. 885-0930  www.
corinajewelry.com   
Midtown Wine & SpiritsMidtown Wine & SpiritsMidtown Wine & SpiritsMidtown Wine & Spirits    

Stop in and try some wine. Check out our great selection @ Ware-
house prices. 5-9 pm 77 Milton Ave. 518 884-8346 
    
Whistling Kettle tea LoungeWhistling Kettle tea LoungeWhistling Kettle tea LoungeWhistling Kettle tea Lounge    

Guitarist Bob Warren, 6-9 pm 24 Front St., 884-2662 www.
thewhistlingkettle.com 
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Around Ballston Spa 

Mango tree ImportsMango tree ImportsMango tree ImportsMango tree Imports    

Photo Exhibit:  Global Village Faces of Africa, Asia and the Middle 
East by Diane Reiner.  6-9 pm 2124A Route 50 884-4652  
www.mangotreeimports.com  

    
Daisy Dry GoodsDaisy Dry GoodsDaisy Dry GoodsDaisy Dry Goods    

Stop in for a slice of carrot cake and enter to win our Gift Basket 
Giveaway.  28 Front Street 885-2782  
www.daisydrygoodsballstonspa.com 

    
Fifty SouthFifty SouthFifty SouthFifty South    

Offering $5 drink specials and second punch on Diners card with 
dinner order. 6-9 pm 2128 Route 50 884-2926  
www.fiftysouth.com  

    
National Bottle MuseumNational Bottle MuseumNational Bottle MuseumNational Bottle Museum    

Opening Reception for a new Photography Exhibit in the Second 
Floor Gallery. Hear antique music boxes at Museum Open House 6-
9 pm 76 Milton Ave. 885-7589  www.nationalbottlemuseum.org  
 
Museum GlassworksMuseum GlassworksMuseum GlassworksMuseum Glassworks    

Free Flameworking demonstrations and Glass Sale.  10 Washington 
Street  www.nationalbottlemuseum.org  

 
Brookside MuseumBrookside MuseumBrookside MuseumBrookside Museum    

Happy Birthday, Honest Abe! Hosting a Program to celebrate Abra-
ham Lincoln's 200th birthday. Music from Michael Yates, a Civil War 
re-enactor. A Lincoln impersonator will be on hand. Poetry read-
ings; genuine Lincoln family memorabilia; Civil War exhibit. 6-8 pm 
free admission and refreshments.  6 Charlton Street 885-4000 
www.brooksidemuseum.org 
 
Village Bake ShopVillage Bake ShopVillage Bake ShopVillage Bake Shop 
Come in from the cold and enjoy fresh baked goods, soups, chili 
and the great sounds of Skeeter creek. 6-9 pm 88 Front Street 
884-2514  

   



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

February 6 First Friday in Ballston Spa, downtown shops and restaurants, 6-9 pm 
 
February 6-7  “The Wizard of Oz”, Ballston Spa High School, Fri. 7 pm, Sat. 1 pm & 7 pm 
 
February 11 Mid-Week Mixer, 5:30-7 pm The Brickyard Tavern 
 
February 16 BSBPA Board of Directors meeting, 7 pm, Elliott Property Services  
 
February 17  Networking Breakfast, 7:30-8:30 am, Village Bake Shop 
 
February 21  Ballston Spa Winter Festival 11 am-8 pm , Bath Street, Eastern Ave. Field, Milton     
                       Community. Center 
 
 
             
 
              
 

P.O. Box 386 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020 


