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Ballston Spa Billboards Raise Profile of Events and Sponsors
Outdoor advertising along the busy routes in the Capital region has been a very successful means of attracting visitors to Ballston Spa. Here are just a sample of the vibrant billboards that will be up during the
months of July and August, highlighting special events and attractions in Ballston Spa. The BSBPA Marketing Committee has received overwhelming response to the 2010 billboard campaign. Because of this, they
have been able to secure a fourth billboard. Two billboards are on Route 50 while the other two have been
in various highly visible locations such as Route 9 in Wilton and Erie Boulevard in Schenectady. July billboards are booked and all but one of the billboards are currently sponsored for the month of August. The
final billboard is available for a $200 sponsorship. This is a great way to get wide exposure for your business, having your logo accompany images of activities that make Ballston Spa a great place to visit.
If you are interested in this billboard sponsorship or in one of the limited sponsorships still open for the fall,
please contact Tina Mangino-Coffey at 885-2725 or tmanginocoffey@mangino.com for details. The committee has had numerous requests for specific months and locations and will always do its best to honor
those requests. Thank you to Tom Wallace of Personal Coverage Inc. for sponsoring the June Farmers’
Market and July’s Arts billboard (above left) located on Route 50 heading into the Village.

Member Items
Welcome to Our New Members
Robin Hood Motel
Samish Kumar
2205 Route 50
Saratoga Springs, NY
518 885-8899
Saratoga.org/robinhood

C’est La Vie
Erin Patten
114 Milton Avenue
Ballston Spa, NY
518 309-4141

Marilyn’s Novelty Crafts&
Custom Jewelry
19 Barber Street
Ballston Spa, NY
518 885-3492
2010 Farmers’ Market
Vendor

American Legion Post 234
Lewis Jenison
23 Pleasant Street
Ballston Spa, NY
518 885-7236
SaratogaLegion.org

From our members and Neighbors
Thank you to the following members for their support for Adopt A
Plot through their donations:
Brookside Museum, WAM ComCommer
mercial, Smith’s Orchard & Bake
Shop. Thank you to David Gehrs of
Frog Hollow Day Lilies for his donation of plants the Perennial Sale.
The Opening Reception for an exhibit called “Polish Landscapes” will
take place in “The Artists’ Space” at
The National Bottle Museum on
Saturday, July 3rd from 7-9 pm. The
original work of twelve acclaimed
19th and 20th century Polish artists
will be featured, and available for
purchase. A wide variety of styles
and techniques depicting the beauty
of the Polish countryside will be on
display until September 6th. Prices
are surprisingly affordable for original art of this stature.
Sally Prasch returns on July 17th to
teach a class called “More Glass”
planned as a sequel for students
who attended the class on “Basic
Flameworking”, or for those who
are already experienced in the basic
techniques. The class begins at
9:30 am and ends at 4:30 pm. The
fee is $125. Those wishing to reserve space for both the class on
“Basic Flameworking” and “More
Glass” will be given a discount of
$25, making the total fee $225 for
both classes. For further information or to reserve class space, contact the National Bottle Museum at
885-7589 or at nbm@crisny.org.
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Genevieve's Home & Garden,
Garden 55
Front Street, has been named one of
Home Accents Today's 50 Retail
Stars for 2010 by editors of the premier trade magazine for the home
accents industry. The stores selected have
demonstrated that
they operate successfully in their
marketing
areas, exhibit
strength in
merchandising, display and/or advertising, and have a
positive presence in their local communities. Home Accents Today editors focused on independent and
family-run retailers, specifically
those considered specialty, home
accent or home furnishings stores.
Members of the industry were invited to suggest stores and retailers
were encouraged to submit information describing their businesses.
This list was compiled and narrowed down by research analysts
and editors of the publication. The
50 Retail Stars feature is published
in the May 2010 issue of Home Accents Today. Genevieve's would like
to take this opportunity to thank all
of you for your patronage; this
award would not be possible without you.

Brookside Museum is hosting
“Genealogy 101,” a 3-part seminar
that teaches the basics of researching your family history, at the museum on July 7th, 14th, and 21st.
This three-session introduction to
genealogy will help you get started,
teach you basic research skills and
acquaint you with vital records,
state and federal census records,
deeds and wills, military records,
cemetery and other databases,
online websites and more. Visits to
the County Clerk's office, County
Surrogate Court and County Historian's office will help familiarize you
with resources available at the
county level. Basic genealogy forms
will be provided. Pat Peck, an experienced local genealogist, will
lead the seminar. The cost of this 3part seminar is $30 per person.
Class dates and hours are July 7th,
14th, and 21st from 2-4 pm. Contact
Becky at 885-4000 or rcodner@brooksidemuseum.org for
more information or to register.
Brookside Nursery garden tip:
While you are out celebrating and
enjoying summer, don't forget
about your flowers! They’ve been
blooming for a while now and will
want a quick boost of energy. Top
dress with some ' flower tone' or be
sure you're feeding with Miracle
Gro once a week to keep up with
your plants' needs. Deadheading
and pinching your plants will help
keep them in shape!
July 2010

Member Items
Ballston Spa High School has been
selected by Newsweek magazine for
it’s list of “America’s Best High
Schools”. The district is being recognized for the first time and qualified for the special honor as a culmination of increased Advanced
Placement assessment scores, participation in courses and on the examinations. Since 2007, student
participation in Advanced Placement examinations in the district
has grown by approximately 85%.
The author of the list for Newsweek,
Jay Matthews,
Matthews indicated that he was
“delighted to add a school that will
be new to the list”. He continued,
“The district is obviously doing
great things in the high school and
congratulations on all you are doing
to help your kids". Approximately
1,600 (or 6%) of public high schools
in the United States qualify for recognition on the list annually.
First Baptist Church of Ballston Spa
will be having its vacation Bible
School “High Seas Expedition” for
ages 5-12 the week of July 26-30,
from 6-8:30 pm. Register in person at the Church Office, 885-8361
or online at www.fbcballstonspa.
org/Children&Youth Registration
deadline is July 16. Suggested donation is $5.
FANs of Ballston Spa will be running a summer series in Kelley Park
aimed for children 5-12 (more supervision will be required for
younger children) on Fridays starting July 9, from 1-2 pm. The programs will vary from karate to music. Come join in on the fun and
swim at the pool afterward!" For
more information visit www.
fansofballstonspa.org

Colden Company Inc. President
James Lapointe (top right) was
elected Vice Chairman of the Board
of Directors for Playnet Inc., a
charitable organization helping to
educate under privileged children in
the Philippines. Many children outside the metro areas are unable to
get to government funded school
systems, and Playnet establishes
local classrooms in these areas with
volunteer teachers to educate those
children.
The Rotary Club of Ballston Spa is
pleased to honor BSBPA President,
Jim Whittredge,
Whittredge as Citizen of the
Year and Paul Perreault,
Perreault Past President of the Club and retired High
School Principal as Rotarian of the
Year. Both honors recognize an individual's commitment to community service and volunteerism in the
spirit of Rotary's long-standing tradition of "Service Above Self".
The Ballston Spa Elks recently honored Ballston Journal/Our Towne
Ballston Spa publisher Angela
McFarland as Citizen of the Year for
her efforts on behalf of the community through Rotary Club, Boy
Scouts and the BSBPA.
Best wishes to Todd and Jessica
Myles, who are celebrating the birth
of their daughter Elizabeth Morgan,
Morgan
born June 10. She joins her “big”
brother William.
William

Ballston Spa House & Garden Club
members are planting a pink garden
on the front grounds of the village
library. “Plant It Pink” is an initiative sponsored by National Garden
Clubs, Inc. that supports the mission of Susan G. Komen for the
Cure to save lives and end breast
cancer forever. A plant and bake
sale was held to raise funds for
Susan G. Komen and the cost of
planting the garden. The event was
also the kick-off for the cleaning of
flowerbeds and the first plantings.
Members of Girl Scout Troop
2131 lent invaluable help, as did
staff of the Village Department of
Public Works.
Works The Village donated
topsoil and mulch, Brookside NursNursery donated flowers, Saratoga
Cookie Company donated cookie
baskets for sale. Local author Kerry
Mendez designed the garden.
Throughout the summer, club
members and Kerry will continue to
add plants to the garden as they are
purchased by club members and
members of the community. Community residents can donate funds
towards the purchase of a plant in
honor of a loved one or friend
whose life has been affected by
breast cancer by contacting club
members Pamela Relyea at 3093501 or Barb Millington at 5873085. A dedication ceremony is being planned for the fall.
Wheats & Sweets is open for First
Friday with a drawing for free birthday cake. Help them “free” their
bakery helper Jennifer from jail by
donating to the Muscular Dystrophy
Association at the bakery. Her goal
is to send 3 children to the Double
H Ranch this summer.
(Member Items continues on page 4)

BSBPA Members: Do you have upcoming events or news that you would like to share in our next issue? Contact
Ellen Mottola, mottola
mottola-bsbpa@nycap.rr.com or info@ballston.org, 885885-2772 (phone
(phone or fax)
fax) or mail to BSBPA, PO
Box 386, Ballston Spa, NY 12020. The deadline for the August issue is July 28, 2010.
2010. I am also interested in spotspotlighting member businesses. Promptness is always appreciated, questions answered with a smile!
Ballston Spa Business & Professional Association
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Member Items
(Member Items , continued)

The congregation at Hope Church
extends thanks to you for your
thoughts and prayers for its pastor,
Kip
Kip Slawter,
Slawter following his terrible
accident. Kip has been moved from
the ICU in Albany Med to Helen
Hayes Rehabilitation Hospital in
West Haverstraw, N.Y. For updates
on his condition, or to send messages to him and his wife Judy, visit
the website hopeforkip.com.
Doug Kessler, Pastor of the Ballston
Spa Alliance Church,
Church is spearheading a fund-raising breakfast for
Pastor Slawter’s medical needs. It
will be held July 24 at Christ EpisEpiscopal Church on West High Street,
from 7:30-10 am. Area church congregations will provide the food and
service. The breakfast will be free,
with donation. For more information, call the Alliance Church at
885-6524.

A documentary which looks at life
in the earliest days of Ballston Spa
will be shown on WMHT (PBS).

Abigail May From Boston to Ballston is a twenty-two minute documentary that brings to life the
words of a young woman in poor
health who, in 1800, traveled to
take the healing waters of Ballston
Spa, New York. Abigail’s many letters to her sister Lucretia form the
basis of our insights into the early
days of what would soon become
America’s preeminent resort
town. Shot on location at the
Brook
Brookside Museum,
Museum the 1798 era
building where Abigail lived while
taking the waters, the film was
made by Daniel DeFabio in cooperation with the Saratoga County
Historical Society and the Brookside Museum. Providing historical
context for Abigail’s letters are local
historians Field Horne and John
Cromie.
Cromie "Abby's story occurs just as
the village was coming into its heyday," said DeFabio. "As you tell her
story you end up with a window to
how the village formed and grew

and became the go-to tourist place.
Before Saratoga had springs, Ballston had Spas." Actress Alex FinocFinocchio,
chio a student at Ballston Spa High
School, brings to life the story of
Abigail May's visit to the village. For over a year, the Abby May
video has been part of the "On
Gordon Creek" exhibit at the museum, and according to museum
director Joy Houle,
Houle "People just
love it! It's a great complement to
our exhibition." Abigail May airs
July 21st at 10:30 pm. DeFabio,
founder of the Ballston Spa Film
Festival (August 6-7), has another
short film airing on WMHT. This
one is a comedy and will be part of
the series TVFilm. Extreme Yoga
Smackdown will air Sunday, August
1st at 10:30 pm. Both DeFabio films
were screened at past B Spa Film
Festivals (in 2008 and 2009) . The
third annual Film Festival will feature short films from local filmmakers, students and from countries
across the globe including: Turkey,
Spain, Australia, Indonesia, Tajikistan and Papua New Guinea.

Association News
Upcoming Networking Opportunities
Please Join Us!
MidMid-Week MixersMixers-Second Wednesdays, 5:305:30-7 pm, Cost is $10 at the door
Wednesday,
Wednesday, July 14
**Please Note—
Note—New Location**
Block Party in Art Alley!
Washington Street
Wednesday, August 11
Double M Western Store,
Store, 678 Route 67
Networking Breakfasts–
Breakfasts– Third Tuesdays, 7:307:30-8:30 am
Cost is $5 with advance reservation or $10 without reservation,
reservation, both payable at the door.
Tuesday, July 20
Extra Space Storage, 75 Brookline Road
Tuesday, August 17
Wheats & Sweets Bakery,
Bakery, 88 Front Street
885885-2772 or info@ballston.org
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Association News
Film Festival VIP Gift Bag Swag Needed!
The Ballston Spa Film Festival arrives this August 6th and 7th. Judges and filmmakers
will come into the village from out of town for the event. One filmmaker plans to
visit from Ireland. Your business can be represented in the gift bags that go to our
judges and filmmakers. All you need to do is donate 30 units of a promotional item—
perhaps a notepad, hat or pen with your logo on it. All we ask is that it is an actual physical item of some
value (not just a slip of paper or a flyer). Thanks for any help in making this a great and growing event!
Contact Daniel DeFabio at ddefabio@yahoo.com or 309-4970.
The BSBPA has a table at the Farmers Market and we are looking for volunteers to be our representatives at the table
for some dates in August and September. If you like chatting with people in a lovely, relaxed venue and love to share
all that is great about Ballston Spa, why not choose an afternoon or morning to hang out in the park during market
hours. The BSBPA provides the table, along with items from our members and information about upcoming events.
There may be some merchandise (t-shirts, shopping bags) available as well. If you are interested, please contact Ellen
at 885-2772 or info@ballston.org. . A reminder to BSBPA member businesses and organizations—we welcome your promotional
information for the table—brochures, menus, business cards, etc. You can drop them off with Cliff at Coffee Planet or contact Ellen.

BSBPA Perennial Sale Thanks
Thank you to the following individuals for volunteering
their time for this year’s Adopt a Plot Perennial Sale:
Zack Whittredge
Cheryl Springer
Peggy Wheeler
Verena Takekoshi
Madeline Gallo
Rosie Antolick
Corina Oberai
Carol Lang
Our thanks also goes out to the following individuals and
businesses for loaning us trailers to transport the plants:
Dick Fox - RW Fox Inc.
Wayne McCormick - Earth Care
Mike Coffey
Mother Nature kept all of the plants well watered that
weekend which kept our sales down but the plants were
beautiful and we did raise some money to put back into
the Village’s flower program. We would also like to
thank the many repeat customers who come out each
year to support us and Brookside Museum for allowing
us to hold the sale on their front lawn.

Ballston Spa Concerts in the Park Series
July 1: The Ballston Spa Community Band
July 8: The Zucchini Brothers
July 15: Red Haired
Haired Strangers
July 22: Dan Berggren
July 29: Ryan Jensen
All concerts are 66-8 pm in Wiswall Park and
are Free to the public,
thanks to our Sponsors

The next regular BSBPA
Board of Directors Meeting is
Monday, July 19, 2010, 7 pm
Brookside Museum, 6 Charlton Street
We encourage members to attend and
welcome your input.
Visit our website
www.ballston.org

Ballston Spa Business & Professional Association
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Ballston Rocks!
Events & Activities Around Town
Ballston Spa Fair Trade Coalition
Welcomes New Members
Since December, 2008, Ballston Spa has been the first Fair
Trade Town in New York State. This means that:
∗ More than 3 businesses carry fairly traded products
(Currently we have 15 businesses doing so.)
∗ More than 2 community groups serve and/or sell fair trade
coffee.
∗ There is an active Steering Committee.
∗ Our village government passed a resolution in support of Fair Trade.
The Fair Trade Coalition is looking to strengthen Ballston Spa’s commitment
to and understanding of Fair Trade. We would love to have new members to
join us in this venture. We particularly welcome young people! Our bi-monthly
meetings culminate in our annual Fair Trade Conference—a morning of workshops educating and updating participants about Fair Trade issues and
events around the world. We remind ourselves and others that the Fair Trade
label guarantees:
∗ A fair price for farmers and farm workers
∗ Environmentally-sustainable farming practices
∗ Decent working and living conditions, including education for farm workers’ children
∗ Investments in the local community
Our next meeting will be on July 5 at 4 pm at the First Presbyterian Church
on West High Street. You are most welcome to join us!

Ballston Spa School District
Summer Pool Hours
Adult/ Lap swimming:
6-7 am, Monday, Wednesday and Friday
7:30-9 pm, Monday – Thursday
Family and Open Swim:
Saturday afternoons from 2-4 pm
An Aqua Cardio Strengthening class is offered for
adults on Monday and Wednesday evenings,
starting July 7th, for an additional fee, preregistration is required. Summer hours will continue until August 12th. Schedule changes are announced on the aquatics webpage and placed on
the answering machine at the pool. The Community Swim Program is open to district students,
families and community members. District residents need to show identification and pay a $1 entrance fee to utilize the pool. Non-residents pay a
$2.00 fee for use of the pool. Additional information on lap/open swimming opportunities, as well
as the aqua cardio class, is available on the aquatics page of the district website at www.bscsd.org
or by contacting the Aquatics Coordinator at the
pool, 220 Ballston Ave., or 884-7150. ext. 2324.
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Ballston Rocks!
Events & Activities Around Town

Milton Ave. [Route 50]
Coffee Planet
“Jim Gaudet and the Railroad Boys”
“Now serving Ice Cream
from the Ice Cream Man”
6-9 pm. 100 Milton Ave. 884-9913
www.cafe.thecoffeeplanet.net
Corina Contemporary Jewelry and
Fine Crafts
"New Photos" by Adrienne Money
Come by and meet Adrienne!
6-9 pm 89 Milton Ave 885-0930
Happy Hands
Beads and Crafts
Come and hang out with us every
Friday evening! See all the new classes
for June! 6-9 pm 91 Milton Ave 885-0930
Ballston Spa United Methodist Church
Come and join us for an evening of Contemporary Christian music and fellowship. Free ice cream will be served! Bring
your family and friends for an evening of
fun! 101 Milton Avenue 885-6886
www.troyconference.org/bsumc
Midtown Wine
Stop in and try some wine.
Check out our Great Selection
@ Warehouse Prices
5-9 pm 77 Milton Ave. 884-8346
National Bottle Museum
Free lampworking demos at
Museum Glassworks
10 Washington Street
www.nationalbottlemuseum.org
Wild Thyme Whole Food &Tea Co.
Check out our
Organic Veggie Box Program!
Now including Local produce from our
Farmer's Market ALL DAY
108 Milton Avenue 885-7275
www.wildtymewholefoodandtea.com

www.ballston.org
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Front Street/Low Street

Washington Street

Whistling Kettle Tea Lounge
“Mark Gardener”
Jazz Composer and saxophonist
6-9 pm 24 Front Street 884-2664 www.
thewhistlingkettle.com
Village Sweet Shoppe
Stop in for fantastic frozen treats. We
have chocolate dipped frozen bananas
and fruit kabobs. Free candy samples.
5-8 pm. 24 Low Street 885-4165
Beautifully Done Flowers
& Gifts
40% off everything
(excluding fresh flowers)
Enter to win a fresh bouquet.
6-9 P.M 76 Front Street 885-3663
www.beautifullydoneflowers.com
Daisy Dry Goods
Sale-20% Off Everything
Enjoy a slice of carrot cake
while you shop 28 Front Street,
885-2782
www.daisydrygoodsballstonspa.com
Wheats & Sweets Hometown Bakery
Drawing for a free birthday cake
88 Front Street 884-2514
www.wheatsandsweets.com

Strolling Village Artisans ~
Iron Spring Gallery
'Silver Lining', sculptures
& paintings by Jennifer Maurer
Music on the Porch with Dave Maynard
20 Washington Street 885-5855
www.strollingvillageartisans.com
claysculpture pottery
Opening Reception: Student Show
20 Washington Street 885-6302
www.claysculpturepottery.com
Captured Light Photography Photographs by: Eric Seplowitz
20 Washington Street
2nd Floor 885-1358
www.capturedlightphotography.com
Heather Leyh Designs
Hot summer beads & jewelry, glass
beadmaking demonstrations,
and new summer classes!
20 Washington Street Upstairs 8175524
www.heatherbeads.com
Mango Tree Imports
Open House at our new
“Art Alley” location
6-9 pm 12 Washington St.
Snacks and CD giveaways 12 Washington St. & Art Alley 884-4652
www.mangotreeimports.com

Upper Rt. 50 / Doubleday Ave.
Fifty South
4:30 -6 pm Buy one get one half off
Food and Drink at the bar!
2128 Doubleday Ave. 884-2926
www.fiftysouth.com

“Outside”

Movie Begins at Dark

Eagle Matt Lee Fire Company
“6-9 pm Open House”
7-8:30 Ms.Tina's Tribal Bellydance Co.
35 Washington Street 885-6261
Spa Laundromat
Red Dragon Karate School
“Karate demonstrations and lessons”
92 Milton Avenue
July 2010

Ballston Spa Calendar of Events
July 1 Farmers’ Market, 3-6 pm Wiswall Park
Concert in The Park, 6-8 pm, Wiswall Park, featuring The Ballston Spa Community Band
July 2 First Friday in Ballston Spa, downtown shops and restaurants, 6-9 pm
Outdoor Movie, “Monsters vs. Aliens”, Wiswall Park at dark
July 3 Farmers’ Market, 9 am-12 pm Wiswall Park, live music in the gazebo
July 8 Farmers’ Market, 3-6 pm Wiswall Park
Concert in The Park, 6-8 pm, Wiswall Park, featuring The Zucchini Brothers
July 10 Farmers’ Market, 9 am-12 pm Wiswall Park, live music by Sandy Shoor
July 14 Mid-Week Mixer, 5:30– 7 pm, “Block Party in Art Alley,” Washington Street
July 15 Farmers’ Market, 3-6 pm Wiswall Park
Concert in The Park, 6-8 pm, Wiswall Park, featuring Red Haired Strangers
July 17 Farmers’ Market, 9 am-12 pm Wiswall Park, live music by Tom Choinere
July 19 BSBPA Board of Directors meeting, 7 pm, Brookside Museum
July 20 Networking Breakfast, 7:30-8:30 am, Extra Space Storage
July 22 Farmers’ Market, 3-6 pm Wiswall Park
Concert in The Park, 6-8 pm, Wiswall Park, featuring Dan Berggren
July 24 Farmers’ Market, 9 am-12 pm Wiswall Park, live music by Jesse Champagne & Michael McClosky
Fundraising Breakfast for Kip Slawter, 7:30-10 am, Christ Episcopal Church
July 29 Farmers’ Market, 3-6 pm Wiswall Park
Concert in The Park, 6-8 pm, Wiswall Park, featuring Ryan Jensen
July 31 Farmers’ Market, 9 am-12 pm Wiswall Park, live music by Peter Taormina

P.O. Box 386
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

