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2017 Chocolate Fest Sponsorship Opportunities
What is Chocolate Fest?
As part of our February First Friday, the BSBPA once again presents our 4th Annual
Ballston Spa Chocolate Fest. This year's family friendly event will be held on Friday,
February 3, 2017, from 6-9 pm. Area restaurants, bakeries, and chefs are all welcome
to compete in a chance to showcase their talents and tastes by preparing small sample
sized chocolate offerings to be judged by a panel as well as fan favorite recognition.
Each visitor pays $1 for the sample and will vote on their favorites in 3 categories. More details about participating as a chocolate chef are at ballston.org. Come be a part of the fun!

Premier Sponsor - $300
Become the Premier Sponsor for Chocolate Fest! As the Premier Sponsor your business will be co-featured
with the BSBPA on all advertising. Your logo will appear on all three winner's plaques in each of our three
categories, savory, sweet, and beverage. Your logo and business information will appear on all Facebook and
social media advertising, print advertising, and the BSBPA Chocolate Fest Website information page prior to
the Festival. On the day of the festival your business logo and information will be featured on our Chocolate
Fest Maps and Ballots. Las year we had a Facebook following of over 1500 visitors and more than 700 visitors
to the Village for this popular event. There is only one Premier Sponsorship opportunity, so act fast to secure
this fantastic opportunity for your business!

Business Sponsor- $100
As a Business Sponsor, your business will be featured in a minimum of 5 social media posts leading up to the
event. Your logo will also be featured on the BSBPA website page for the event and on our Chocolate Fest
Maps and Ballots on the day of the event. We are only offering 5 opportunities at this level; available on a
first-come, first served basis.

Friends of Chocolate Fest - $50
As a Friend of Chocolate Fest, your name or business will be featured in a minimum of 2 social media posts
leading up to the event. Your support makes these events in our Village possible!

Kindly respond by January 6 to take advantage of these sponsorship opportunities.
If you would like to sponsor this event, participate, or have any questions, please contact us at
firstfridays@ballston.org. Sponsorships can be paid online at ballston.org, or by mail.
Thank you for your interest—we are really excited to continue this fantastic Chocolate Festival in 2017!
The BSBPA First Friday Committee

Member Items
Franklin Lodge
Fraternal Order of Freemasons
25 Hyde Boulevard
Ballston Spa, NY
518 312-1159
Non-Profit Member

Welcome
to
Our
New Members

Deadwood Field & Furniture
Paul Ilagan
78 Front Street
Ballston Spa, NY
518 605-1276
Deadwoodfieldandfurniture.com

Renewing members this month: Canvas Hair Salon, LLC; Double M Haunted Hayrides;
Jim’s Service Center; Kathleen D. Kalwa, CPA; SillyCar Designs; Spa City Builders, LLC;
State Farm Insurance-Nancy Lefebvre; Ballston Spa Soccer Club; Saratoga County Fairgrounds & Expo Center; Sander Bonvell; Martin R. Glastetter & Catherine A. Shiffert.

Thank you for your continued support!

From Our Members and Neighbors
Thank you to the following members
for their support for Adopt A Plot
through their donations: Saratoga
County Fairgrounds & Expo
Center, Sander Bonvell, Martin
R. Glastetter & Catherine A.
Shiffert. Your generosity helps Ballston Spa “bloom”!
In order to save on utility costs, the
National Bottle Museum, located
at 76 Milton Avenue (Route 50) in
Ballston Spa, has switched to its winter schedule. The museum will be
open 10 am-4 pm, ThursdaySaturday, and by appointment. Appointments should be made by contacting the museum at 885-7589 or
nbm@nycap.rr.com at least two
weeks in advance.
A reminder that Brookside Museum, home of the Saratoga County
Historical Society is closed during
the month of January. You can contact the museum at
info@brooksidemuseum.org

Ballston Spa Central School
District January Events:
1/10-Malta Ave. Elementary School
Winter Concert, Malta Ave. Auditorium, 7 pm
1/11- IB Information Night, High
School Library, 6-7:30 pm
1/12-Wood Road Elementary School
Winter Concert, Wood Road/Milton
Terrace Cafeteria, 7 pm
1/16-Meet the IB Team, High School
Library, 2:30-3:30 pm
1/21-Super Science Saturday, Wood
Road/Milton Terrace Cafeteria, 10
am-1 pm
1/27-Launching Pad Production
of Willy Wonka, High School Auditorium, 7 pm
1/28-Launching Pad Production of
Willy Wonka, High School Auditorium, 1 & 7 pm
Additional event information is located on the district website’s events
calendar via www.bscsd.org. Please
check often for the latest info, or call
the appropriate school office.
The Ballston Spa Village Cemetery has opened a new section for
burials. This new area is ‘Section G’.
It is on the right hand side of the
roadway, about 500 feet, when en-
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tering the cemetery from Garrett
Road, adjacent to the VFW lots.
These lots are available singly or in
blocks of six. For information or to
purchase these lots, please contact
our superintendent Richard Fox:
857-2244. More information about
the cemetery can be found at ballstonspacemetery.org.
Congratulations to last month’s Holiday Window display winners: Canvas Hair Salon, Sage Wine &
Spirits, O’Brien’s Pharmacy, 50
Shades of Hair and Corina Contemporary Jewelry (photos on
our website). And thank you to all
businesses who brightened up the
downtown district with their lighting
and window displays during the holiday season!
The Ballston Spa Rotary thanks
all who supported their Christmas
tree sales at Curtis Lumber again this
year. It was a complete sellout and
one of their best fundraising events
ever. All profits go directly back into
the community to help those that
need it and into projects that help
make our community a better place
to live.
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Member Items
Canvas Hair
Salon welcomes a new
stylist.
Katrina
MumfordMero joins Jessica Shambo and
Katie Hodgson.
Community Emergency
Corps (CEC) is asking for your help.
There was a major fire at Dan Marchand's house on December 27. Dan
is a Scotia fireman and has been a
paramedic with Community Emergency Corps for the past 4 years and
is a valued member of our group. He
is one of those people that helps to
protect our community. His dad was
also a paramedic with us for a number of years. Dan and his wife are expecting twins soon and he is also due
for overseas deployment with the Reserves in the near future. They lost
almost everything, including 2 pet
dogs. The CEC will be accepting
monetary donations for him and his
wife at their office on Thompson
Street. Please contact Ray Otten at
885-1478. Thanks in advance for your
thoughtfulness and many thanks also
for your generosity with this year’s
Toys for Tots campaign, which was
tremendously successful.
The Ballston Spa Education
Foundation (BSEF) recently presented grant awards to educators in
the Ballston Spa Central School District. This year’s grant awards, which
totaled over $7,900, included $646 to
Milton Terrace Elementary School for
LEGO Architecture Kits, $865 to
BSHS for an Electric Vinyl Cutter for
the Technology Dept., $5,743 to
BSMS and BSHS for Genetics Biotechnology Lab Equipment, $349 to
BSMS and BSHS Environmental Club
for tools to build and maintain trails
and $366 to BSMS for a Safeco Re-

freshment Cart for the Gateway Program. With these latest grant awards,
the BSEF has, since its inception in
1996, funded over $347,000 in enrichment grants to the school district. The BSEF will host a major
fundraiser,
the
annual
Taste
of Ballston
Spa, on
April 3,
2017 at the Ballston Spa High School.
Among other raffles and door prizes,
the final highlight of the event will be
a drawing for a trip for two to
Europe. For more information, please
visit ballstonspaeducationfoundation.com.

sent at
the reception
and
spoke
briefly
about
their
respective organization’s mission
and how the grant will support their
particular cause.
In other ATC news, BauerFinancial,
the Nation’s Premier Bank Rating
Firm has awarded the bank with its
highest 5-Star Superior rating. ATC
is no newcomer to Bauer’s 5-Star
Rating, having earned this top honor
for 42 consecutive quarters, earning
it even higher accolades as an
“Exceptional Performance Bank” for
securing a 5-Star rating for 40 consecutive quarters or longer.

Happy New Year from Brookside
Nursery! We are looking forward to
a few weeks of R&R (don't forget, the
store is closed until March 20). This
doesn't mean we will be completely idle! We are busy planning
more Plant & Sip parties for you to
enjoy! Already scheduled is a Plant &
Sip fundraiser with the Ballston Spa
Elks Lodge on January 21 to benefit Cerebral Palsy. More information
for this event available from Aissa
(aissabrooksidenursery@gmail.com)
as well as how to schedule a private
Plant & Sip with us. We'll be keeping
in touch via our Facebook page and enewsletter.

First Baptist Church of Ballston
Spa Bookbound monthly book club
meetings are held the second Monday of each month, 4:30-5:30 pm at
the church, 202 Milton Avenue. Upcoming books for discussion will be
Life In A Jar by Jack Mayer on Jan.
9, The Little Paris Bookshop, A
Novel by Nina George on Feb. 13 and
The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls
on March 13.

The Adirondack Trust Company
(ATC) Community Fund’s Independent Advisory Committee has awarded
Lend-A-Hand Grants totaling over
$42,000 to 23 local nonprofit organizations. The grants were presented at
the Community Fund’s annual grant
award reception on Wednesday, December 14. Directors or representatives of the organizations were pre-

Winners of the First Friday Anniversary Raffle in November: Betsy Seplowitz, Lanie, Joanna Farina,
Aissa Terry, Kellen Leyh, Amy
Jenkins, Brian Terry and
Wesley Jenkins. Prizes were donated by Daisy Dry Goods, Strolling Village Artisans, The Whitehouse Restaurant, Corina Contemporary Jewelry, Brookside
Museum, Glassworks Studio,
Creative Endeavors, True Elegance Boutique, Ye Olde
Wishin’ Shoppe, A Bead Just
So.

BSBPA Members: Do you have upcoming events or news that you would like to share in our next issue? Contact Ellen Mottola,
info@ballston.org, 885-2772 (phone or fax) or mail to BSBPA, PO Box 386, Ballston Spa, NY 12020. The deadline for the February 2017 issue is
January 26, 2017. Promptness is always appreciated, questions answered with a smile!
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Association News
Sandwich Boards and the Upcoming Winter Weather
Sandwich boards are a great way to direct customers to your business. Several of our downtown shops and restaurants have these boards on display at corners and on sidewalks. Ideally, the boards should be removed each evening when your business closes and set up the
next day. With the winter weather approaching, the Ballston Spa DPW is reminding businesses to bring their signs in when the forecast calls for measurable snow. The snowplows
will often end up burying the boards left on the sidewalks and the DPW does not have the manpower to
keep digging them out. The buried boards may also cause a hazard to pedestrians and may become damaged, which could bring about the need for replacement (and its cost) to the business. Thank you for your
cooperation!

Upcoming Networking Breakfasts
Tuesday, January 17, 7:30-8:30 am
Ye Olde Wishin’ Shoppe, 19 Low Street (side entrance)
Tuesday, February 21, 7:30-8:30 am
Firefly Landing & Co., 22 Washington Street
$5 with RSVP, $10 walk-in
RSVP to info@ballston.org or 885-2772 or pre-pay online (ballston.org)
Networking Breakfasts for 2017—Be a Host!
Contact Sandy Hassfurter, sandy@ballston.org
Meet the BSBPA Board
We are inviting BSBPA members to come to the BSBPA board meeting, Monday, January 16 at 6:30 pm at the Ballston Area Community Center to “Meet the Board”. We’d
like you to get to know us better and find out more about what goes into making the
BSBPA work for everyone. Board members are just like you—business people, residents
and representatives of non-profit organizations—who have a passion for our community and a common sense of purpose. Learn what our committees do, find out what
plans are in store for 2017. Perhaps you’ll be inspired to become a part of the action!
Refreshments will be served. RSVP is requested (so we have an idea how many to expect) but not necessary to Ellen at info@ballston.org. We hope to see you there!
Board nominations: We are looking for nominations for board member positions. Prospective nominees should be BSBPA members in good standing. If you or someone
The BSBPA Board of Directors Meeting
you know is interested in giving back to
will be held
the community by joining this happy, busy
Monday, January 16, 6:30 pm
group, please contact Jere Blackwelder,
at Ballston Area Community Center, 20 Malta Ave.
Sandy Hassfurter or Christine Kernochan.
Come “Meet the Board”!
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Association News
BSBPA Members: Are you up to date on your membership dues? Renewal invoices are sent on your anniversary
month. Usually sent by regular mail, renewal invoices can
also be sent to you via email, if you prefer. Many times,
we find that members sometimes miss the renewals when
they come and we will send a second reminder. After 90
days with no response, we have to inactivate membership,
which means your member benefits are no longer in effect. Income from membership dues helps us provide
opportunities to our members, as well as continue to help
fund the events and activities we offer the community.
Please check to see if your membership dues are current.
If you are not sure if you have any outstanding balance,
please feel free to contact Ellen at the BSBPA office,
ellen@ballston.org, 885-2772. Thank you for your continued support!

Get the Most Out of the BSBPA Website!
We want you to take full advantage of everything the new
improved ballston.org website can offer you as a BSBPA

member. Everything is much easier to submit—your upcoming events, news, First Friday listings. Find out about
upcoming networking gatherings and BSBPA events. Renew your dues, check out sponsorship and marketing opportunities, ribbon cuttings and more on our member resource center page. We are especially pleased to be able
to offer our members more enhanced listings and a member search function that can be more intuitive.
To see how an enhanced listing can work, for example:
on the home page, click on Find A Member, to go to the
directory page, then type “vintage” in the search bar. You
will see a listing of businesses that have “vintage” as a
key word in their description. Click on Ye Olde Wishin’
Shoppe name. There will be a page with complete adThe BSBPA and Chamber of Southern Saratoga
dress and contact info, as well as a photo/logo, full busiCounty are planning a joint mixer on Tuesday,
ness descriptive paragraph, gift certificate participation,
January 31, from 5:30-7 pm at Fifty South, 2128
all social media links and a Google Map location. So
much more to help customers find you! We are asking
Doubleday Avenue (Route 50) in Ballston Spa.
current members in good standing to send us additional
Look for more details and reservation information
information that we can include, such as social media acsoon at ballston.org and our Facebook page.
counts (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, etc.), business logo
or photo, and a brief description that contains key words
that will direct people to your listing. Send your additional details to info@ballston.org and they will be added
to your listing. While you are at it, please do be sure the
information we currently have for you is correct and up to
date.
Whenever you have an event for the calendar, submit it
directly through the website, by going to the
Ballston Spa Business & Professional Association
Member Resource Center and choosing
“Submit Event”. If it is a First Friday event,
2016-17 Officers
point on Events on the home page and then
Stacy Simmons, President (Brookside Nursery) stacy@ballston.org
choose First Fridays from the pull down
Catherine Spaneas, Vice President (Saratoga Bridges) catherine@ballston.org
menu. On the First Friday page, find and
Michelle Burlingame, Vice President (Burlingame Orthodontics) michelle@ballston.org
click on “Submit An Event”. In both cases fill
Sandy Hassfurter (Berkshire Hathaway Home Services/Blake Realtor) sandy@ballston.org
in the form and submit. Once your submission
Christine Kernochan, Treasurer (Ballston Spa National Bank) christine@ballston.org
is reviewed it will be added directly to the
2016-17 Board of Directors
calendar or First Friday page.
Jere Blackwelder (Resident) jere@ballston.org
Please don’t hesitate to contact us with any
Donna Dardaris (Resident) donna@ballston.org
questions on how to
Dominic Garrant (Edward Jones Investments) dominic@ballston.org
make the most out of
Debi Gustafson (Ye Olde Wishin’ Shoppe), debi@ballston.org
this BSBPA member
Kathi Leigh (Ballston Area Community Center), kathi@ballston.org
benefit!
Jennifer Martin (Double M Haunted Hayrides) jennifer@ballston.org

Save the Date--Joint Mixer

Kelly Ostrander (Trustco Bank) kelly@ballston.org
Lisa Rice (Bouchey & Clark Benefits) lisa@ballston.org
Ballston Spa Business & Professional Association

bsbpa
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Association News
Holiday Events Review
The BSBPA’s 2016 Holiday Parade was the largest ever–with
46 floats/vehicles, 15 marching groups and 10 fire/EMS
companies from all over Saratoga County–and an amazing
spectator turnout! We would once again like to thank our generous parade sponsors: Name Bubbles LLC, Ballston Spa National Bank, Ballston Spa Veterinary Clinic, Liberty Tax Service
of Ballston Spa, Saratoga Fairgrounds & Expo Center and
Saratoga Bridges/Creative Endeavors. Our great appreciation
also to: Wayne McCormick and Earth Care for once again cutting down and delivering the tree this year, Jeff Gawrys and
the Ballston Spa DPW for setting up the tree and all their work
to get the Village ready for the parade and holiday season,
Dave Bush and the Ballston Spa Police Dept. and Stan Delong and all the volunteer fire
police for again handling traffic control and road blocks, Mayor Romano for making sure all
logistics were covered and the BSBPA Parade volunteer staff—-Christine Kernochan, Donna
Dardaris, Kelly Ostrander and Jim “The Man” Whittredge.
Breakfast with Santa was full of holiday cheer and a great time for
all! We had a wonderfully successful event with over 245 meals
served. We’d like to say a big “Thank You” to the Union and Eagle Matt
Lee Fire Companies for once again preparing and providing the delicious pancake breakfast. Thank you to our special guests, Mayor
Romano and Patty Bowers. Thank you to our sponsors: Burlingame Orthodontics, McDonald’s of Ballston Spa, and North Country Printing. Thank you also to our volunteers: National Honor Society Students
from Ballston Spa High School, St. Mary’s student volunteers, Vicki
Schuette from St. Mary’s, BSBPA Board Members. Our excellent entertainment for the morning
was provided by the Ballston Spa Middle School Launching Pad cast and the Capital District
Language Center. This event would not be possible without the overwhelming support from all
of our volunteers and we really appreciate you!
The BSBPA’s annual Holiday Mixer was held on Monday, December 12 at The Brickyard Tavern. Once again, it was a lively and festive gathering of Ballstonians–with lots of familiar faces, along with some
new ones! A big thank you to our Ballston Spa businesses, organizations and residents for donating some great
door prizes–always a big hit!
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B. Spa B. There
Events & Activities Around Town
Ballston Spa Middle School Launching Pad Productions
presents

January 27, 28 & February 3,4 at 7 pm
Matinee performances January 28 and February 4 at 1 pm
Ballston Spa High School Auditorium
220 Ballston Avenue
Tickets: $5 for Children & Seniors, $10 for Adults
There is NO First Friday in January

Save
The
Date
Feb. 3
6-9 pm
Check out the First Friday page at ballston.org for
details!
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Calendar of Events
There is no First Friday scheduled for January-join us for the 2017 Chocolate Fest
for February’s First Friday!
January 16 BSBPA Board of Directors Meeting “Meet the Board”, 6:30 pm, Ballston
Area Community Center
January 17 Networking Breakfast, 7:30-8:30 am, Ye Olde Wishin’ Shoppe
January 27, 28 BSMS Launching Pad Production “Willie Wonka”, 7 pm (Fri. & Sat.),
1 pm (Sat.), BSHS Auditorium
January 31 BSBPA and CSSC Joint Mixer, 5:30-7 pm, Fifty South

The Volunteer
BSBPA newsletter
is sponsored by

P.O. Box 386
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

http://www.adirondacktrust.com/en/business-banking-solutions

