January 2019
Ellen Mottola, Editor info@ballston.org

President
Stacy Simmons
Brookside Nursery

Vice President
Sandy Hassfurter
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services

Vice President
Kelly Ostrander
Trustco Bank

Treasurer
Christine Kernochan
Resident

Secretary
Kathi Leigh
Ballston Area Community Center

From the BSBPA President
Happy New Year, Members!
It’s a fresh new year to be greeted with fresh eyes and thoughts. As I learn more about and
from the people of Ballston Spa, I grow prouder. I’m not sure I can properly define how exciting it is to take a walk in the village, ducking in and out of wonderful stores; stopping to chat with a familiar
face; grabbing a bite to eat; enjoying the experience and ambience. I do know the amount of hard work and
collaboration involved to create those experiences and that ambience. Let me take a few minutes of your time
to check in and see how you are all doing at the beginning of this beautiful year!
Businesses, I’m hoping you’re still smiling from ear to ear because you had a successful holiday season! Now,
are you ready for what’s next? Are you staying on top of wage increases, the new sexual harassment law, labor
issues and the ongoing challenge to remain relevant and attractive to your target customers?
Not-for-Profits, I am still amazed by all the beautiful things your organizations accomplish each year with
groups of Volunteers (this association included!). I’ve had the pleasure of attending your meetings and sitting
among you as you recount successes and plan for your future projects. Are you finding enough people to fill
your volunteer rosters?
Residents, did you know you are the key to the success of all in our community? Think of all the things you
do throughout the year. You shop, dine, work, play, gather and volunteer in Ballston Spa. You’ve made Ballston Spa your favorite place to be. Please keep up the good work. We’re all depending on you!
I’ve taken a few minutes of your time. It would be great if you took some of mine! Send me your thoughts. I’d
love to hear what you’re all up to! Even better, come share your thoughts at a board meeting!
BSBPA President
Stacy Simmons
stacy@ballston.org

Member Items
Welcome
to Our
New
Members

Lynch Landscaping &
Property Maintenance
Christopher Rogers
341 Saratoga Avenue
Ballston Spa, NY
518 744-4465

D&R Lawn & Landscaping
Dominic Refino
PO Box 2792
Malta, NY
518 899-7200
drlawntoday.com

Gift Certificate participant

Blue Heron Trail
Apartments
Kelly McKenna
8000 Blue Heron Way
Ballston Spa, NY
518 309-6020
Liveatblueheron.com

Renewing members this month: Adirondack Spray Foam; Ballston Spa Country Club; Cecile Window
Couture; Earth Care, Plus; Jim’s Service Center; NBT Bank, N.A.; SillyCar Design; Saratoga Convention
& Tourism Bureau; Saratoga County Fairgrounds, Smith Executive Services; Don Hillmann & Carrie
Chapman; Kimberly McConchie. Thank you for your continued support!

From Our Members and Neighbors
Thank you to the following members
for their support for Adopt A Plot
through their donations: SillyCar
Design, Saratoga County Fairgrounds. Your generosity helps
Ballston Spa “bloom”!
Ballston Spa Elks Lodge All You
Can Eat Breakfast is January 13, 8-11
am. The buffet includes scrambled
eggs, French toast, pancakes, sausage, home fries along with eggs and
omelets to order and a special of sausage, biscuits and gravy. Adults $7,
Seniors $6 and children 10 and under $5.
The Ballston Area Seniors Pickins’ Session will be held Wednesday,
January 9, from 6:30-9:30 pm at the
Milton Community Center, 310
Northline Road. Admission is free,
open to the public, and there is ample free parking. Musicians are invited to play background or join up
with a group. For more information,
visit: ballstonareaseniors.com.
From Community Emergency
Corps– We are glad to announce we
had a locally successful Toys For
Tots campaign this year (the photo
shows just part of the full ambulance
loads we took down to the warePage 2

house) but the regional totals were
actually down
from last year.
That means we
were unable to
provide as many
toys to the kids in
need as we have previously.
Please get the word out early next
year and tell your customers and
friends to bring a toy when they visit
your business or, better yet, bring
many toys. They can also contribute
during the annual Ballston Spa Holiday Parade or drop them off at Community Emergency Corps at 78
Thompson St. starting in October.
Lets see what we all can do to make
it an even better Christmas next
year! Thanks again and have a great
Holiday Season this year. In other
news, Bill Smith has tendered his
resignation as Chief of our organization effective at the end of December
2018. We would like to thank Bill for
his many years of dedicated service
to our agency as well as his work
with the County EMS system. We
also wish him the best in his retirement from the "working world".
Ballston Spa Rotary- THANK
YOU to everyone who bought a tree
at our Rotary Lot this year. We offi-

cially sold out Dec. 15 at 3:40 pm
(guess we'll order a few more next
year) which means we sold almost
800 trees this year. This money will
help us afford all of our projects into
next year. A big thank you to Curtis
Lumber for again allowing us to use
their parking area to sell our trees.
What a great help to the community
they are.
Finally, we would like to wish everyone a Happy Holiday Season from all
of our membership. It is through
community support that we existand what a great community we live
in here in Ballston Spa. If you'd like
to look into joining Rotary, please
feel free to contact any of our members or email Ray Otten at
rcotten1953@yahoo.com. It's a great
organization and we have a good
time helping out.
Ballston Spa Central School
District January Events
1/3-International Baccalaureate Program Information Night, BSHS Library, 6 pm
1/9-High School Theatre Scene
Night, BSHS Auditorium, 7:30 pm
1/10-Wood Road Elementary School
Winter Concert, 7:00 pm
1/15-International Baccalaureate
Program- Meet the Team, BSHS LiJanuary 2019

Member Items
brary, 2:30-3:30 pm
1/ 15-Malta Ave. Elementary School
Winter Concert, Malta Ave. Auditorium, 7 pm
1/16-Clean Tech ECHS Business
Breakfast & Student Project Exhibition, TEC-SMART, 7:30 am
1/19-Super Science Saturday, Wood
Road Cafetorium
1/21-Martin Luther King Jr. Day –
No school
1/31-Middle School Launching Pad
Production, Honk Jr., High School
Auditorium, 7 pm
Additional event information is located on the district website’s events
calendar via www.bscsd.org. Please
check often for the latest info, or call
the appropriate school office.
The Ballston Spa schools recently
received funding from the GLOBALFOUNDRIES-Town of Malta
Foundation. The district received
$3,500 in funding for the annual
Tech Valley Robot Rumble OffSeason Robotics Competition held at
the High School in the fall. The Ballston Spa FIRST Robotics Team
#3044 was awarded a $4,000 grant
to support the team’s participation in
regional competitions. $2,790 was
granted to the Malta Avenue PTA and
$2,000 to the Gordon Creek Elementary School PTA to provide Arts-InEducation programs, Ballston Spa
Middle School’s Launching Pad Productions received $2,500 to support
their performance of HONK! The Musical in February. The Ballston Spa
High School’s Student Book Club received $2,056 to purchase books and
support club activities, the Young
Adult Reading Project received $750
for books, while the Senior Short
Story class received $1,247 to fund a
field trip to theatrical performances.
The High School’s Outdoor Club received $2,500 to purchase essential
outdoor equipment. The Ballston Spa

High School PTSA was awarded a
$4,000 grant to help with Arts-InEducation programs and the annual
After-Prom activities.
Ballston Spa National Bank
(BSNB)
granted
$6,000
to fund
the Ballston Spa
High
School
Robotics
Team’s
participation in the annual US FIRST
Robotics competition. “Since sponsoring the first High School team eleven
years ago, BSNB’s ongoing commitment has helped our program grow to
eight teams across the district this
year and helped our students compete
three times in the World Finals,” said
Ken Slentz, Superintendent of the
Ballston Spa schools
Saha Yoga has added some great
workshops and classes in the New
Year for everybody. Chair Yoga, Introduction to Yoga, Self Treatment
Techniques and Deep Restorative
Yoga are just a few. For a full listing
of classes and events go to
www.sahayogaballstonspa.com
The staff at Brookside Nursery will
be taking a little time off after Christmas to spend some time with their
families, but the nursery will re-open
Wednesday, January 9 for the remainder of the winter. Winter Hours:
Wednesday - Sunday, 9 am - 5 pm.
A reminder that Brookside Museum will be closed to the public for
the month of January.

The Adirondack Trust Company
Community Fund ‘s Independent
Advisory Committee has awarded
Lend-A-Hand Grants to 29 local nonprofit organizations. The grants were
presented at the Community Fund's
annual grant award reception on
Tuesday, December 11, 2018. Directors or representatives of the organizations were present at the reception
and spoke briefly about their respective organization's mission and how
the grant will support their particular cause. Among the grant award
recipients were BSBPA member organizations: First Baptist Church
Summer Lunch Program, Rebuilding Together Saratoga County, Saratoga Bridges, Veterans & Community
Housing Coalition and Wellspring.
The Saratoga County EOC is looking for volunteers for its Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program, which offers free tax help to
eligible low- and moderate-income
taxpayers, including filing their taxes
electronically without fees.
VITA is a program of the Internal
Revenue Service (IRS). Volunteers
provide free basic income tax return
preparation with electronic filing to
qualified individuals.
Last year, Saratoga County EOC
helped over 200 families receive
nearly $400,000 in state and federal
tax refunds during the last tax season. By volunteering, you’ll make a
critical difference in the lives of
struggling families and make a difference in the local economy. We’ll
work around your schedule as well as
offer training and orientation. Are
you interested in getting involved?
Please email Angelo Calbone, our
community services director, at
a.calbone@saratogaeoc.org or visit
saratogaeoc.org/volunteer-for-vita.

BSBPA Members: Do you have upcoming events or news that you would like to share in our next issue? Contact Ellen Mottola,
info@ballston.org, 885-2772 (phone or fax) or mail to BSBPA, PO Box 386, Ballston Spa, NY 12020. The deadline for the February 2019 issue is
January 28, 2019. Promptness is always appreciated, questions answered with a smile!
Ballston Spa Business & Professional Association
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Chamber of Southern Saratoga
County events:
Jan. 3-Ribbon Cutting with BSBPA
at Ballston Area Community Center
6:30 pm
Jan. 10-Business Mixer After Hours
Spare Time Entertainment, 1668
Route 9, Clifton Park, 5:30-7:30 pm
Chamber Member: $10, General Admission: $20. To register, visit
southernsaratoga.org.

Partners in our community:
BSBPA Board President Stacy Simmons spoke at the Ballston Spa
Lions Club dinner on December 19.
A great organization dedicated to
community service, in 2018 the
group created the Ballston Spa Lions
Club Music Park at Old Iron Spring,
which saw a number of great musical
performances this summer. Club
volunteers also help with the upkeep
of the park, with plantings and
benches as well. Pictured L to R:
Lion Jim Whittredge, King Lion
Ed Moore, Lion Ed Hersh and
Stacy.

Association News
BSBPA Members: Are you up to date on your membership dues? Renewal invoices are sent on your
anniversary month. Usually sent by regular mail, renewal invoices can also be sent to you via email,
if you prefer. Many times, we find that members sometimes miss the renewals when they come and
we will send a second (and, if necessary, third) reminder. After 90 days with no response, we have to
inactivate membership, which means your member benefits are no longer in effect. Income from
membership dues helps us provide opportunities to our members, as well as continue to help fund the
events and activities we offer the community. Please check to see if your membership dues are current.
We currently also have a couple of map guide ad
and event sponsorship payments outstanding. We
endeavor to make sure all items are closed out before the end of our fiscal year on March 31.
If you are not sure if you have an outstanding balance, please feel free to contact Ellen at
ellen@ballston.org, 518 885-2772.

Thank you for your continued support!

$5 with RSVP, $10 walk-in
RSVP to info@ballston.org or
885-2772 and pay at the door.
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The next BSBPA
Board of Directors Meeting
will be held
Monday, January 21, 6:30 pm
at Ballston Area Community Center,
20 Malta Avenue (please note our winter location)
You are welcome to attend.

January 2019

Association News
Marketing News:
Group Ad: Our Holiday Parade and
weekend events were featured in a special front page sleeve in the December
6 edition of The Daily Gazette. The
sleeve also included all our Parade and
Breakfast With Santa sponsor logos.
The BSBPA marketing committee is
working on advertising opportunities for
2019. We welcome input from our
members!
Contact Stacy at stacy@ballston.org
Ballston Spa Business & Professional Association
2018-19 Officers
Stacy Simmons, President (Brookside Nursery) stacy@ballston.org
Sandy Hassfurter, Vice President (Berkshire Hathaway Home Services)
sandy@ballston.org
Kelly Ostrander, Vice President (Trustco Bank) kelly@ballston.org
Christine Kernochan, Treasurer (Resident)
christine@ballston.org
Kathi Leigh, Secretary (Ballston Area Community Center)
kathi@ballston.org
2018-19 Board of Directors
Jason Armer (Armer Funeral Home, Inc.) jason@ballston.org
Jere Blackwelder (Ballston Spa Rotary Club) jere@ballston.org
Michelle Burlingame (Burlingame Orthodontics) michelle@ballston.org
Donna Dardaris (Resident) donna@ballston.org
Krystle Nowhitney Hernandez (Saratoga County EOC)
krystle@ballston.org
Liz Kormos (Kormos & Company) liz@ballston.org
Lisa McCoy (Saratoga’s Community Federal Credit Union)
lisam@ballston.org
Nate Thompson (Hope Church) nate@ballston.org
Ashley Tyler (Jumper Bean Day Care) ashley@ballston.org
Dave Womer (Adirondack Cabling & Security) dave@ballston.org
Executive Administrator for the Association
Ellen Mottola info@ballston.org; ellen@ballston.org
Ballston Spa Business & Professional Association

BSBPA Board News
Winter Board Meetings: Our January 21
and February 18 meetings will be held at
the Ballston Area Community Center, 20
Malta Avenue. All meetings start at 6:30
pm.
Board nominations: If you or someone
you know is interested in giving back to
the community by joining this happy,
busy group, please contact Jere Blackwelder, Sandy Hassfurter or Christine Kernochan. Prospective nominees should be
BSBPA members in good standing.
Networking Breakfasts for 2019
We have the months of May-December still
open for Networking Breakfasts. We are encouraging our business and non-profit members to consider hosting a breakfast to bring
folks into your establishment. This is especially good for our new members. Networking Breakfasts are
held on the first
Tuesday of each
month from 7:308:30 am. Contact
Sandy Hassfurter!
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Association News
2019 Chocolate Fest
As part of our February First Friday, the BSBPA once again presents our 6th Annual
Ballston Spa Chocolate Fest. This year's family friendly event will be held on Friday,
February 1, 2019, from 6-9 pm. Area restaurants, bakeries, and chefs are all welcome
to compete in a chance to showcase their talents and tastes by preparing small sample
sized chocolate offerings to be judged by a panel as well as fan favorite recognition.
Each visitor pays $1 for the sample and will vote on their favorites in 3 categoriesdessert (sweet), savory and beverage. More details about participating as a chocolate chef will be available
soon at ballston.org. Come be a part of the fun!

Sponsorship Opportunities
Premier Sponsor - $300
Become the Premier Sponsor for Chocolate Fest! As the Premier Sponsor your business will be co-featured
with the BSBPA on all advertising. Your logo will appear on all three winner's trophies in each of our three
categories, savory, sweet, and beverage. Your logo and business information will appear on all Facebook and
social media advertising, print advertising, and the BSBPA Chocolate Fest Website information page prior to
the Festival. On the day of the festival your business logo and information will be featured on our Chocolate
Fest Maps and Ballots. Last year we had a Facebook following of over 7,500 visitors and more than 1,000 visitors to the Village for this popular event! There is only one Premier Sponsorship opportunity, so act fast to
secure this fantastic opportunity for your business!
Business Sponsor- $150
As a Business Sponsor, your business will be featured in a minimum of 5 social media posts leading up to the
event. Your logo will also be featured on the BSBPA website page for the event and on our Chocolate Fest
Maps and Ballots on the day of the event. We are only offering 5 opportunities at this level; available on a
first-come, first served basis.
Friends of Chocolate Fest - $50
As a Friend of Chocolate Fest, your name or business will be featured in a minimum of 2 social media posts
leading up to the event. Your support makes these events in our Village possible!
Kindly respond by January 11 to take advantage of these sponsorship opportunities.

Chocolate Fest Chef Entry information and application can be found at www.ballston.org
If you are a restaurant or caterer and would like to participate as Chocolate Chef, please let us know which of the three
ways you would like to participate:


You have a restaurant or business and will host your food at your own location



You would like to have your food hosted in a Village business.



Both

If you are a BSBPA Member Business with a store front within the Village, please let us know if you would like to participate by:
• Hosting a Chocolate Chef to present their tasting
•

Entering the competition yourself as a Chocolate Chef operating in a commercial kitchen

• Having a chocolate themed First Friday event posting such as an art opening or special sale

If you would like to sponsor this event, participate, or have any questions, please contact us at
firstfridays@ballston.org. Sponsorships can be paid online at ballston.org, or by mail.
Thank you for your interest—we are really excited to continue this fantastic Chocolate Festival in 2019!
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2018 Ballston Spa Holiday Parade Over 48
floats/decorated vehicles, 14 marching
groups and 10 fire companies made their
way down Milton Avenue on December 7.
Although the weather was brisk, there were
many warm hearts!
The BSBPA would like to thank everyone
who made this year’s parade such a success! Parade sponsors Ballston Spa National Bank, Saratoga County Fairgrounds,
Tech Valley Talent, Mangino Chevrolet Buick GMC, NBT Bank, Curtis Lumber, Community Emergency Corps, Sunmark Federal Credit
Union, Ballston Spa Veterinary Clinic, Canvas Hair Salon, Saratoga
Bridges and TCT Federal Credit Union.
The theme of this year’s tree decorations was “A Village of
Friends”—a community art project spearheaded by local artist Mark Blech, along with the uniquely
decorated candle banners around the village. Ornaments and banners were painted by Ballston
Spa residents young and old. Our tree was once again cut down and delivered by Wayne McCormick of Earth Care Plus.
The hardest working crew around is our own Ballston Spa DPW, lead by Jeff Gawrys. They not
only helped install, light and hang the ornaments on the tree, but also put in many hours preparing the village for the parade
and the holiday season. Their help has been indispensible. Thank you to Mayor John Romano and the village of Ballston Spa
for their continuing support of this event, Chief Dave Bush and the Ballston Spa Police Department for their essential help with
logistics and safety, and our own Eagle Matt Lee and Union Fire Companies. Special thanks to all the volunteers who spent
this evening making sure the parade progressed smoothly by helping to man the roadblocks, help with step off and crowd control: Jim Whittredge, Sandy Hassfurter, Kathi Leigh, Dave Whittredge, Tyler Whittredge, Fred Whittredge, Liz Kormos, Sander
Bonvell, Cindy & Wayne Martin, Stacy Simmons, Glenn Kopris, Kim Fortune, Ashley Tyler, Alison Bodle, Barb Broderson, Michelle Burlingame, Dave Womer, Christine Kernochan, Kyle Orminski, Pete Champagne. The parade couldn’t have happened
without all these folks. We hope you had fun!—Ellen Mottola

Breakfast with Santa was full of holiday cheer and a great time for all! We had a wonderfully
successful event with over 295 meals served. We’d like to say a big “Thank You” to the Union
and Eagle Matt Lee Fire Companies for once again preparing and providing the delicious pancake breakfast. Thank you to our special guests, Mayor Romano and Patty Bowers. Thank you
to our sponsors: Saratoga County Prosperity Partnership, Burlingame Orthodontics, McDonald’s of Ballston Spa, Jumper Bean, Ballston Area Community Center and North Country Printing. Thank you also to our volunteers: students from Ballston Spa High School, St. Mary’s student volunteers, Jake Stomieroski from St. Mary’s, and BSBPA Board Members. Our excellent
entertainment for the morning was provided by Joe Shaver and the Ballston Spa Middle School
Launching Pad cast. This event would not be possible without the overwhelming support from all of our volunteers and we
really appreciate you!—Michelle Burlingame
The BSBPA’s annual Holiday Mixer
was held on Monday, December 10
at The Brickyard Tavern. Once
again, it was a lively and festive
gathering, with lots of familiar
faces, along with some new ones!
A big thank you to our Ballston Spa
businesses, organizations and residents for donating some great door prizes–always a big hit!
Ballston Spa Business & Professional Association
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#LiveBSpa
Events & Activities Around Town
Sandwich Boards and the Upcoming
Winter Weather
Sandwich boards are a great way to
direct customers to your business. Several of our downtown shops and restaurants have these boards on display
at corners and on sidewalks. Ideally, the boards
should be removed each evening when your business closes and set up the next day. With the winter
weather approaching, the Ballston Spa DPW is reminding businesses to bring their signs in when the
forecast calls for measurable snow. The snowplows
will often end up burying the boards left on the sidewalks and the DPW does not have the manpower to
keep digging them out. The buried boards may also
cause a hazard to pedestrians and may become
damaged, which could bring about the need for replacement (and its cost) to the business. Thank you
for your cooperation!

Thank you for supporting our local small
businesses for the holidays and throughout
the year!
Need health
insurance?
We can help!
Call to schedule a free
in person appointment.
1-866-872-3740
Adirondack Health
Institute

The Saratoga Convention
& Tourism Bureau presents
Chowderfest
Saturday, February 2
11 am-4 pm
Downtown Saratoga
For more information:
www.discoversaratoga.org/chowderfest
Village of Ballston Spa Board
meetings are held the second
and fourth Mondays of each
month at 7 pm at the Village
Office, 66 Front St. This month’s meetings are
January 14 and January 28.

There are no First Friday activities planned for January,
so that we can prepare for
February’s First Friday
—6th Annual Chocolate Fest
Friday—
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Calendar of Events
January 3 Ribbon Cutting, 6:30 pm, Ballston Area Community Center
January 8 Networking Breakfast, 7:30-8:30 am, Brookside Nursery
January 9 Ballston Area Seniors Pickins’ Session 6:30-9:30 pm, Milton Community Center
January 12 Ballston Area Seniors Dance, 7-10 pm, Milton Community Center
January 13 All You Can Eat Breakfast, 8-11 am, Ballston Spa Elks Lodge
January 14 Village of Ballston Spa Board Meeting, 7 pm, Village Office
January 21 BSBPA Board of Directors Meeting, 6:30 pm, Ballston Area Community Center
January 28 Village of Ballston Spa Board Meeting, 7 pm, Village Office
January 31 BSMS Launching Pad Production “Honk, Jr.”, 7 pm, BSHS Aud.

The Volunteer
BSBPA newsletter
is sponsored by

P.O. Box 386
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

