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Free Family Summer Events for August 

The Concerts in the Park Series will present concerts on August 6 (Union Fire Company 
Band) August 13 (The Lustre Kings), August 20 (The Bluebillies) and August 27 (Ballston 
Spa Community Band). Concerts will be held from 6-8 pm, except for Union Fire Company 
Band which will be from 6:30-7:30 pm, at Lions Music Park at the historic Iron Spring 

Park on Front Street.  

The free outdoor Movies in the Park will screen the animated films “Abominable” on 
August 7  and “Toy Story 4” on September 4. Movies are shown in Wiswall Park on 
Front Street at dusk (approximately 8:30 pm). Rain dates are the following Saturday 
evening.  

These events are contingent on public gathering restrictions currently in 
place.  Social distancing measures, face masks and limited capacity in the parks for 

concert and movie spectators are required and will be followed. Event safety plans are posted on the concert and 
movie webpages on the BSBPA’s website, Ballston.org.  



From Our Members and Neighbors 

Thank you to the following for their 
donations to the Adopt A Plot pro-
gram: Excelsior Therapeutics, 
Buddy Blankets & Bears, Sara-
toga County Economic Oppor-
tunity Council; Jennifer David, 
Tracy DeRagon. You help to make 
our village more beautiful! 
 
From Community Emergency 
Corps: We were honored to be able 
to help with the Dairy Association’s 
Food Giveaway at the Saratoga 
County Fairgrounds. What a 
turnout! Hopefully all those cars 
were folks that really needed the help 
as this pandemic has taken a toll on 
everyone but those with lesser means 
are particularly affected.  
Along those same lines, we were able 
to again work in conjunction with 
Malta/Stillwater ambulance to pro-
vide 5000 reusable bags for the 
Ballston Spa Central School 
District's Backpack Food Program. 
This program was originally set up to 
feed kids on weekends but with 
what's been going on they have 
found even greater needs during the 
week. We will continue to support 
this program going forward. 
Not only do we try to help feed oth-
ers, we also make a garden available 

for our 
mem-
bers to 
encour-
age a 
little bit 
healthi-
er eat-
ing. We were also 
really grateful for 
the donation of 
cookies by Mia, 
pictured here. She 
is a 3 year old 
who wants to do 
nice things for 
responders and 
with the help of Mom brought cook-
ies down to our folks (and, boy, were 
they good). Thanks, Mia, it was most 
appreciated. Be Safe, all. 
 
Ballston Spa Rotary News: So 
why was there so much traffic 
around the Saratoga County Fair-
grounds on Wednesday, 7/22/20? 
The Dairy Association was giving 
away free food and milk and they 
were able to pass out about 37,000 
lbs. of food and about 800 gallons of 
milk! Some of our members were 
there to help and had a great day, 
met some wonderful folks, and felt 

good about again being able to help 
our little community. We are very 
proud to announce that, despite this 
situation we are all sharing, our 
ranks are growing. We have sur-
passed 40 members and would love 
to have even more. If you have any 
interest in joining an inspiring group 
of folks whose common goal is to 
help others in any way we can, please 
go to our website ( ballstonsparota-
ry.com ) or visit our Facebook page 
to find out more about us. 
 
The Ballston Spa United Meth-
odist Church is open for services.  
Entrance of the church will be 
through the south door with the 
ramp, where you will be greeted by 
someone to take your temperature 
and seat you in the sanctuary.  A 
mask is required, covering your nose 
and mouth, during entrance and exit 
of the church.  Exiting the church 
will be through the north door with 
the stairs unless there are mobility 
issues.  Safe distancing practice will 
be in effect at all times.  It is suggest-
ed that anyone over the age of 60, or 
anyone with compromised immune 
issues please consider viewing the 
service on our website at 
ballstonspaumchurch.org or Face-

Renewing members this month: A Bead Just So; Adirondack Cabling & Security; Crystal Cuts; Elliott 
Property Services; Excelsior Therapeutics; Goddess Hands Massage; Sandy Hassfurter, Berkshire Hath-
away Home Services; Inspire Hair Studio; Mangino Buick GMC; Paint N Gogh; Pizza Works; The Real 
McCoy Beer Co.; Buddy Blankets & Bears; Community Emergency Corps; Saratoga County Economic 
Opportunity Council, Inc.; Union Fire Company #2; Jennifer David; Tracy DeRagon; John & Courtney 
Mancini. Thank you for your continued support! 
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Julie Spoor 

229 Revere Drive 

Ballston Spa, NY 

Resident member 

 

 

Scott Pierce 

85 Milton Avenue, Apt. 2 

Ballston Spa, NY 

Resident member 

 

Ballston Spa Compost Initiative 

Sander Bonvell 

89 Hyde Boulevard 

Ballston Spa, NY 

518 265-6268 

 

Welcome to Our New Members 
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BSBPA Members:  Do you have upcoming events or news that you would like to share in our next issue? Contact Ellen Mottola, in-
fo@ballston.org, 518 885-2772 or mail to BSBPA, PO Box 386, Ballston Spa, NY 12020. The deadline for the September 2020 issue is 
August 28, 2020. Promptness is always appreciated, questions answered with a smile!  

book page at https://
www.facebook.com/bsumcny/ 
 
Due to the economic impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on our local 
businesses and the health protocols 
and social distancing requirements to 
hold large events like our run, 
Ballston Spa United Methodist 
Church has decided to NOT hold our 
Falling Leaves 5K Run on October 
10, 2020.   Our race has always been 
a community event with many local 
families enjoying the day socializing 
and partaking of the delicious food 
and refreshments provided by local 
businesses and our church family.  
This type of event would be very diffi-
cult, if not impossible, to hold this 
year.  While some races are holding 
virtual runs, many of these have been 
rescheduled from Spring and Sum-
mer dates to the Fall, which makes 
for a very crowded race calendar.   
While we are very disappointed not to 
be holding our 5K Run this year, the 
Falling Leaves 5K Committee fully 
expects to return next year with our 
5K Run on October 9, 2021. BSUMC 
greatly appreciates the generous sup-
port of Ballston Spa's wonderful local 
businesses.  We hope we can again 
count on your support next year so 
that we can continue donations to 
worthy local charities, which to date, 
have amounted to over $54,000. 
We wish the best of health and eco-
nomic prosperity to local businesses 
and their families throughout this 
year and in the future. Falling Leaves 
5K Committee: Gary Wilson, Stan 
Lockwood, Lynne Blake, Alaina 
Greco and Betsy Sillars 
 
Ropitzky Family Farm’s vegetable 
stand is open at 24 Durham Road in 
Stillwater, serving their seasonal 
sweet corn, tomatoes, squash and 
pumpkins.  Produce is all grown on 
the farm and picked fresh on a daily 
basis.  Sweet corn is available begin-
ning the third week in July.  Quantity 
discounts for parties and barbeques 
can be provided, depending on the 

quantities.  Contact Steve Ropitzky 
at 518 461-0790 for more information 
and ordering quantities.  
 
Ballston Spa Village Cemetery 
News: Be on the lookout for an an-
nouncement of a public event to com-
memorate the newly installed colum-
barium unit is the Village Cemetery. A 
60 double 
niche col-
umbarium 
was recently 
constructed 
in the re-
cently 
opened new 
Section ‘G’. 
A public 
ribbon cut-
ting will 
take place once landscaping, benches 
and pavers are installed. Watch for 
news from your BSBPA for details. 
This event will likely take place in mid
-September on a Saturday morning 
prior to the annual meeting of the 
Ballston Spa Cemetery Association. 
 
Southern Adirondack Independ-
ent Living (SAIL)’s location in 
Ballston Spa at 418 Geyser Road has 
reopened.  Since mid-March the 
Ballston Spa physical location has 
been closed to the public during the 
COVID shutdown implemented by 
Governor Cuomo, but having been 
deemed essential workers, they never 
really stopped working and have been 
working remotely assisting consumers 
who needed help during these chal-
lenging times. Now that NYS has en-
tered Phase 4, their office has re-
staffed to a 50% occupancy rate. Here 
are the important things to know: It is 
preferred that you continue to utilize 
their remote services, which are effi-
cient and streamlined. On the rare 
occasion you may need an in person 
visit, you must have an appointment.  
Many things you may need assistance 
with can be achieved remotely. (Social 
Security Disability applications, fair 
hearings Medicaid and Medicare pa-

Ballston Spa Business & Professional Association 

perwork. SNAP, HEAP, Section 8 
housing, NYS Marketplace Insur-
ance, and Unemployment assis-
tance.)  Their medical equipment 
loan program (TRAID) is still in op-
eration with most equipment being 
managed from the Queensbury loca-
tion. Call 518-792-3537x1142 for 
more information. All their staff are 
working. Some remotely. Everyone’s 
safety is their primary concern.  If 
you’re not sure where to get assis-
tance with something, call them. 
Chances are they have the answer. 
Your continued support is appreciat-
ed. Call 518-584-8202, ext. 2200 for 
assistance. 
 
Francis (Fran) Hanlon, one of 
the founding members of the 
Ballston Spa Education Foun-
dation, passed away July 17 at the 
age of 90. A former teacher and a 
tireless advocate for education, Fran 
was instrumental in creating and 
organizing the BSEF in 1996.  The 
foundation continues to fund educa-
tional enrichment for all students in 
the Ballston Spa School District. Our 
condolences to his wife Liz and fami-
ly. 
 
Our thanks to Impressions of Sa-
ratoga and Uncommon Grounds 
in Saratoga Springs for stocking our 
Ballston Spa Map Guides. With both 
the Saratoga Visitors Center and Sa-
ratoga Chamber kiosk closed due to 
COVID, it is great to have some other 
locations to get the guides in front of 
downtown Saratoga visitors. The 
map guides are also in over 20 hotels 
from Clifton Park to Saratoga, the 
exit 9 Rest Area, train stations, Alba-
ny Airport, in local businesses, at the 
BSBPA table at all farmers’ markets 
and on downtown directory boards. 
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Because of the current social distancing re-
strictions, Networking Breakfasts have been can-
celled for the remainder of the year.  We look for-

ward to being able to gather again in 2021. 
 

The next BSBPA Board of Directors Meeting is  
Monday, August 17, 6:30 pm  

Outside Brookside Museum, 6 Charlton Street 
Socially safe-distanced, face masks requested. 

Bring-your-own-lawn-chair 
You are welcome to attend. 

COVID-19 Impact: Resources and Information—Going Through the Phases 
Saratoga County and the Capital Region have been in Phase 4 of reopening since the beginning of July.  There continue to be 
questions about guidelines for events and activities, as well as the need for clarification of requirements to serve food with 
alcoholic beverages for restaurant and bars. On the Ballston.org COVID-19 Resource page, businesses can find links to the 
latest guidelines, what they need to do with their workspaces, staff and customers, guidance on sanitizing, COVID testing and 
more. The page also includes links to both Saratoga County specific and NYS COVID health information, regulation and support 
services, as well as financial guidance for small businesses and non-profits. The BSBPA continues to work with our partners at 
the Saratoga County Chamber, Capital Region Chamber and Saratoga County Prosperity Partnership to update content as we 
receive it. 

Adopt A Plot—Thanks!  

If you’ve been enjoying the bits of color and greenery around the village, it’s thanks to the efforts of 
Adopt A Plot volunteer planters. The BSBPA would like to thank and acknowledge the following:  

Low Street Statue: Brookside Nursery*;  Prospect St. and Milton Ave. corner:  Community Emergen‐
cy Corps; North Triangle: Ballston Spa Rotary Club; Milton Avenue plot: Rebuilding Together Sarato‐
ga County*; (volunteer Jeremy seen here working hard!); Old Iron Spring Pavilion: Ballston Spa Lions 
Club; Wiswall Park urns: Liz Kormos*. Additional planting 
was done by Stacy and Glenn for the BSBPA at the village 
pool, Kelley Park, along Milton Avenue at Cumberland 
Farms  and at Low Street Memorial park. *(these planters 
also purchased the plants‐thank you!) Our appreciation also 
to our members for their support through the Adopt A Plot 
fund. You’ll find their names each month in our member 
news section.   

Enjoy First Friday in Ballston Spa on August 7 
Our unique shops welcome you! 

Dine al fresco on Front Street or pick up takeout from 
your favorite eatery! 

Free Family Movie “Abominable” 
at dusk in Wiswall Park! 

Please remember to “Mask Up” where required.  
 
 

https://www.ballston.org/2020/06/01/covid-19-and-bsbpa-upcoming-events-social-media-outreach/
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BSBPA Marketing:  
Group Ad: It may be the middle of summer, but Southern Saratoga Magazine is already planning its Fall Issue.  
Look for the advance notice in early August for the two page group ad spread, which will include a feature article 
about Ballston Spa heading into the autumn season. Your BSBPA member benefit 
makes these ads very affordable. The glossy issue will be published September 
18 as an insert in the Daily Gazette and as a stand alone publication distributed 
throughout the Capital Region.  
Marketing and Merchandise are joining forces for a BSBPA T-Shirt Fundrais-
er. We’re excited to be partnering with the talents of Nourish Designs (Mandala 
artwork and T-shirt selection) and T-Shirt Graphics (printing and online sales man-
agement) to create shirts with this unique Ballston Spa design that features our 
celebrated village motto “Village of Friends”.  Because we have had to cancel the 
Car Show, which is our largest fundraiser for the year, the funds raised from the 
sale of shirts will be used to help support BSBPA activities and efforts for the 
2020-21 year. 
Watch your email for when shirts are available and for how to join in the fun part of this fundraiser!! 

Ballston Spa Business & Professional Association 

2020-21 Officers 
Stacy Simmons, President (Resident) stacy@ballston.org 

Sandy Hassfurter, Vice President (Berkshire Hathaway Home Services) 
sandy@ballston.org 

Kelly Ostrander, Vice President (Contour Mortgage Corp.) 
kelly@ballston.org 

Christine Kernochan, Treasurer (Saratoga National Bank) 
christine@ballston.org  

Kathi Leigh, Secretary  (Ballston Area Community Center) 
kathi@ballston.org 

2020-21 Board of Directors 
Jason Armer (Armer Funeral Home, Inc.) jason@ballston.org 

Michelle Burlingame (Burlingame Orthodontics) michelle@ballston.org 
Donna Dardaris (Resident)  donna@ballston.org 
Tracy DeRagon (Resident) tracy@ballston.org 

Krystle Nowhitney Hernandez (Saratoga County EOC) 
krystle@ballston.org 

Liz Kormos (Kormos & Company) liz@ballston.org 
Lisa McCoy (Saratoga’s Community Federal Credit Union)  

lisam@ballston.org 
Donna Martin (Village Photo, LLC) donnam@ballston.org  

Nora Osuchowski (Ballston Area Rec. Commission) nora@ballston.org   
Nate Thompson (Hope Church) nate@ballston.org 

Ashley Tyler (Jumper Bean Day Care) ashley@ballston.org 
Bernadette VanDeinse (Resident) bernadette@ballston.org 

Dave Womer (Adirondack Cabling & Security) dave@ballston.org  
Executive Administrator for the Association 

Ellen Mottola ellen@ballston.org; info@ballston.org; 

Vacation Notice 
The BSBPA office will be closed for vacation 
Aug. 6-16. You can find most information for 
the month in this newsletter, on our website, 
www.ballston.org, on our Facebook page or 
hear a recording at 518 885-2772.  

For Association matters that may need imme-
diate attention, please contact Stacy Sim-
mons: text (best) 518 222-8246 or email  

stacy@ballston.org. 

For concerts: concertsinthepark@ballston.org 

For farmers’ market:  

farmersmarket@ballston.org 

For movies: sandy@ballston.org or  

christine@ballston.org  

BSBPA business and non-profit members: The 
BSBPA table is set up at the Ballston Spa Farm-
ers’ Market on Thursdays and Saturdays 
through the month of September. We are happy 
to display your promotional material at the 
BSBPA table. We welcome brochures, sample 
menus, rack cards, business cards, flyers, etc.—
it is one of the benefits of your BSBPA member-
ship. We get lots of visitors who want to know 
more about our 
village and what it 
has to offer! Con-
tact Ellen at the 
BSBPA office to 
find out how to 
include your items 
on our table. 

stacy@ballston.org
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Ribbon Cutting 
We were very happy to join with our partners at the Capital Region/Southern Sarato-
ga Chamber and Saratoga County Chamber and local officials to mark the opening of 
the Virtual Saratoga County Fair. Kudos to Executive Director Susan Rhoades, Direc-
tor Lauren Rowland and Board President Tammy Ballestero for undertaking a crea-
tive way to move ahead and celebrate this beloved institution in the age of COVID.  

Ballston Spa Farmers Market 
The Ballston Spa Farmers Market continues through September 26. The 
markets are on Thursdays from 3 to 6:30 pm and Saturdays from 9 am to 1 
pm in Wiswall Park, at the corner of Front Street and Low Street. Come 
visit our friendly vendors and shop for fresh, locally grown produce, eggs, 
mushrooms, honey, maple syrup and preserves, flowers and plants, baked 
goods and prepared foods and handcrafted pottery. We follow the guidelines 
set by New York State Ag & Markets for Farmers’ Markets .Vendors are 

properly spaced, face masks are required for vendors and customers and 
social distancing will be implemented. Hand sanitizer will be available 
for customers and vendors. Customers are encouraged to shop individu-
ally.   
Visit the Ballston Spa Farmers’ Market Facebook Page for  posts from 
vendors and to find out what is featured at upcoming markets! 

 

It is with great disappoint-
ment that we announce that 
this year’s “The Way We 
Were” Car Show has been 
cancelled due to COVID19 
concerns.  After much con-
sideration about doing a 
“virtual” judged show, the 
car show committee felt 

that it would be too much of an undertaking that 
would not generate the needed fundraising or have 
the benefit to our downtown business members of 
visitors to their restaurants and shops. This year’s 
logo, designed by Prolific Marketing, says it all—
that’s just “The Way It Is…” 

There are some thoughts about having our regular 
participants send us their favorite photos of their 
cars so we can at least create an online photo gallery 
to enjoy while we look forward to next year’s show.  
We’ll let you know! 
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Support Local Businesses and Restaurants 

Thank you for continuing to support Ballston Spa 
businesses and restaurants as they work within the 

reopening phases. 

 
Click here for a list of BSBPA member restaurants 
offering limited inside and/or outdoor dining, take-

out and delivery: 
https://www.ballston.org/2020/03/18/bspatakeou

t-restaurants-offering-take-out-and-delivery/  

 
Click here for a list of BSBPA member businesses 

starting in-person shopping and services and offer-
ing online sales and curbside pickup: 

https://www.ballston.org/2020/04/01/bspabusine
ss-support-our-local-businesses/  

 

Check out the BSBPA Member News & Deals 

Facebook Group 

 

FRONT STREET CLOSING AND TRAFFIC PATTERN 
Front Street is closed to traffic Thursdays, Fridays, Satur-
days, 4-10 pm, for outdoor dining (weather permitting) 
The Village of Ballston Spa has coordinated with restaurants 
and businesses to allow the temporary closure on Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday evenings (4-10 pm) of Front Street be-
tween Low and Bath Streets to allow restaurants to extend 
additional outdoor seating into the street and businesses to 
expand outdoors as well. Minimum parking space re-
strictions will also be waived for restaurants in other areas of 
the village with their own parking lots so that owners can 
place tables there if they wish.  
Additional parking is available in the EOC lots of Front Street 
and Saratoga County complex on West High Street.  
Just a reminder that face masks are still required when not 
seated at a restaurant table. 
Businesses not on Front Street that 
might want to take advantage of 
the street closure space to do an 
outdoor “pop up” shop are also 
welcome to do so. No permit need-
ed unless serving alcohol. Contact 
the village office at 518 885-5711. 
Please join us in supporting our 
downtown businesses! 

 

 

 

 

 

Ballston Spa Village Pool Hours 

Monday - Friday, 11am - 7pm 

Saturday & Sunday , 12-6pm 

Weather permitting. $2 per day/person. 

Capacity will be limited to 50%, designated spots for sitting, 2 
hour limit visit requested. You must wear a mask at the win-

dow, in the bathrooms and on the deck (while not in your 
space). Adults and children over two must have a mask. 

Pool is open to residents of the Ballston Spa School District and 
Village Only. 
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Serving Our Full Menu 

Dine In  

Wed-Sat 4-9 pm  

Sun 3-8 pm 

or Take Out: Call 518-587-2000  

to place your order  

Village Board meetings are 
held the second and fourth 
Mondays of each month at 7 
pm. This month’s meetings 
are August 10 and 24. Start-
ing this month, in-person meetings will return to 
the Ballston Spa Public Library meeting room with 
limited capacity. For more information on village 
meetings, call the village office at 518-885-5711 or 
email info@villageofballstonspa.org. 

Need Health Insurance?   
Special Enrollment through 

August 15, 2020 

for New York State of Health 
insurance options.  

Call to schedule  

a free appointment. 

1-866-872-3740 Adirondack
Health Institute  

https://ahihealth.org/  

Have you completed your 2020 Census? The census counts 
everyone who lives in the United States. No matter who you 
are, we all count! The census informs where federal funds 
go every year for things like healthcare and essential ser-
vices, infrastructure, schools, and other community needs. 
You can complete the 2020 Census now online, by phone, or 
by mail. It’s quick, and confidential. Visit 2020Census.gov 
now to be counted. #shapeyourfuture 

Drive-Thru Chicken BBQ with all proceeds to support 4-H scholar-
ships and programming. The members of the 4-H Leaders Associa-
tion will be following all COVID-19 cleanliness and social distancing 
guidelines while carefully preparing a delicious menu for you and 

your family to enjoy!  

The Jailhouse Rock 5K is now the 
Jailhouse Rock and Roll! 
The Jailhouse Rock and Roll is a 
virtual race that will take place Sat-
urday August 15 through Saturday 
August 29 2020. New for this year, 
we have added a choice of 3 bike ride 
lengths to the virtual for people that 
would rather ride than run or walk. 
This virtual walk, run or bike race is sponsored by 
the Saratoga County Historical Society at Brookside 
Museum. All proceeds from the race support the ef-
forts of SCHS to keep history alive in Saratoga 
County through collecting, preserving and display-
ing our history. For more information, please visit 
https://brooksidemuseum.org/2020/07/
jailhouse-rock-and-roll-virtual-race/
 Register now at: 

https://jailhouserock5k.itsyourrace.com/
event.aspx?id=7278

Ribbon Cutting 
Join us for a Ribbon Cutting 
celebrating the opening of  

Ballston Spa Deli/Sunoco 
2135 Doubleday Avenue  

August 27 at 12 noon 

https://2020census.gov/
https://brooksidemuseum.org/2020/07/jailhouse-rock-and-roll-virtual-race/
https://jailhouserock5k.itsyourrace.com/event.aspx?id=7278


P.O. Box 386 

Ballston Spa, NY 12020 

August 1,8,15,22,29 Ballston Spa Farmers’ Market, 9 am-1 pm, Wiswall Park  

August 6,13,20,27 Ballston Spa Farmers’ Market, 3-6:30 pm, Wiswall Park 

August 6 Concert in the Park, 6:30-7:30 pm*, Iron Spring Park, featuring Union Fire Company Band 

* abbreviated performance time

August 7 First Friday in Ballston Spa, Free Movie “Abominable”, 8:30 pm, Wiswall Park 

August 8 Take Out Chicken BBQ, 3-6 pm, Brookside Museum 

August 10 & 24 Village of Ballston Spa Board Meetings, 7 pm, Ballston Spa Public Library meeting room 

August 13 Concert in the Park, 6-8 pm, Iron Spring Park, featuring The Lustre Kings 

August 15-29 Jailhouse Rock & Roll Virtual Race Benefit for Brookside Museum 

August 17 BSBPA Board of Directors Meeting, 6:30 pm, Brookside Museum—outside 

August 20 Concert in the Park, 6-8 pm, Iron Spring Park, featuring The Bluebillies 

August 22 4-H Drive Through Chicken BBQ, 4-7 pm, Cornell Cooperative Extension  

August 27 Ribbon Cutting, 12 pm, Ballston Spa Deli/Sunoco 

     Concert in the Park, 6-8 pm, Iron Spring Park, featuring Ballston Spa Community Band 

Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays this month Front Street closed to traffic from 4-10 pm 




