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Happy New Year Members of The BSBPA! 
 
2021 is shaping up to be a year of Participation. As the village moves forward with its 
economic development plan, the BSBPA members will be called upon for opinions, 
knowledge and guidance. Many of you have served on a focus group and shared your 
hopes, dreams and wishes for the future of the village. The work begins this year. 
 
BSBPA membership isn’t exclusive to the village. A strong downtown is made even 
stronger by the members located outside the village. Many of you have been generous 
with your referral of customers to other local businesses. This camaraderie is valuable and I thank you for 
making us a friendly BPA. Let’s continue to build this and share it with our neighboring communities. We 
already receive promotional support from Saratoga Springs and Schenectady. Remember, we are not an island 
and we need those relationships. 
 
The year 2020 may be in our rearview mirror but never lose sight of what was learned and gained. Keep mak-
ing your smart business moves. Keep your community close and support it any way you can; you will see that 
support come back to you in full. Keep in mind, you are the members, a/k/a the owners and stewards, of the 
BSBPA and the community we serve. Together, we are not the victims of COVID-19. We are the victors.  
 
The BSBPA mission/vision statement is:  
The Ballston Spa Business and Professional Association is dedicated to supporting businesses, residents 
& community organizations; to create a vibrant and prosperous local economy, making the Ballston Spa 
area a great place to live, work and visit. 

 

As always, I invite you to share your thoughts, problems, questions and comments and to be a part of the solu-
tions! 
 
Stacy Simmons 
President, Ballston Spa Business and Professional Association 

www.ballston.org 

mailto:info@ballston.org
http://www.ballston.org


From Our Members and Neighbors 

Thank you to the following for their 
donations to the Adopt A Plot pro-
gram: SillyCar Design, Beth Loe-
wenstein. You help to make our 
village more beautiful! 
 
Ballston Spa Rotary Club 
Let's start off by saying a big THANK 
YOU to all of you that helped to sup-
port our mission of helping others 
again this year. We sold well over 
700 trees this year which will fund 
our activities in YOUR community 
and beyond. We're thankful for no 
major snowfalls to deal with until the 
last week, great people that came to 
buy, and, of course, Curtis Lum-
ber, who again, graciously, allowed 
us to use their parking area as our 
sales lot. What a great community we 
live in, isn't it? 
 
Community Emergency Corps 
Thank You, Thank You, Thank You 
to everyone that gave and gave this 
year to our Toys For Tots program. 
We were expecting to be a bit down 
this year but, believe it or not, we 
collected over 400 toys this year. 
That means that just through our 
organization, 400 kids will have a 
happy holiday. We participated in 2 
reverse parades this year, rolling 

through numerous neighborhoods, 
and the level of excitement and giv-
ing displayed by folks was AMAZ-
ING. On another note, we have do-
nated Stop The Bleed kits to all of the 
school buildings in our district, in-
cluding St. Mary’s. We are working 
in conjunction with the Saratoga 
County Sheriff's Department 
and the Ballston Spa Central 
Schools District to train folks in 
the use 
of these 
lifesav-
ing kits. 
The kits 
have all 
the tools 
neces-
sary to 
administer care to someone that is 
suffering from a major injury that 
needs immediate bleeding control. 
This is one of those things you hope 
will never get used. 
 
Ballston Spa School District  
January News 
1/1- No School – Holiday Recess 
1/4 Classes are scheduled to resume   
1/6 Board of Education Meeting, 7 
pm 
1/18- No School – Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day Observance 
1/20- Board of Education Meeting, 7 
pm 
1/29- High School and Middle 
School 2nd Marking Periods End  
Please visit www.bscsd.org for the 
latest news and/or event infor-
mation. 
 
Dunning Street Station closed on 
December 5th for the winter, with a 
reopening date of April 1, 2021. 
From owners Bob and Scott: "It's 
with heavy hearts that we announce 
that we will be closing for the winter 
due to COVID-19 pandemic. We 
thank you for all your support over 
the years and for being so under-
standing during these difficult times. 
We are looking forward to the future 
and many more great times together 
at the station. Our sister restaurant, 
Lake Ridge, in Round Lake will re-
main open and will continue to fol-
low all CDC and DOH safety guide-
lines. We are committed to the 
health and safety of our guests, staff, 
and the local community. Lake Ridge 
will continue to be open for inside 
dining at 50% capacity and for take-
out. To our staff: Thank you, You are 
the best!!! To our valued customers: 
We wish you and your family safety, 

Renewing members this month: Ballston Spa Antique Center; Ballston Spa Country Club; D&R Lawn & 
Landscaping; Jim’s Service Center; Kumlander, Donofrio, Hay & Pehl, LLP; NBT Bank, N.A.; Nomad 
Coffee & Crepes; Donna Shorkey, CPA; SillyCar Design; The Whitehouse Restaurant; Ballston Center 
Church; Franklin Lodge 90 Freemasons; Saratoga County Fairgrounds; Saratoga County Prosperity Part-
nership; Beth Lowenstein. Thank you for your continued support! 
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Karen Conners 

47 McLean Street 

Ballston Spa, NY 

Resident member 

Welcome to Our New Members 

 

Joy Houle 

118 McLean Street 

Ballston Spa, NY 

Resident member 

 

Kim Dunster 

9 Meadow Lane 

Ballston Spa, NY 

Resident member 

 

Sarah McKinley 

18 Wyndham Way 

Ballston Spa, NY 

Resident member 

http://www.bscsd.org
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BSBPA Members:  Do you have upcoming events or news that you would like to share in our next issue? Contact Ellen Mottola, in-
fo@ballston.org, 518 885-2772 or mail to BSBPA, PO Box 386, Ballston Spa, NY 12020. The deadline for the February 2021 issue is 
January 26, 2021. Promptness is always appreciated, questions answered with a smile!  

happiness, and health in the weeks 
and year ahead. 
 
Prolific Marketing is kicking off 
2021 with 21 Days of Free to help fel-
low small businesses! From January 1 
through January 21, they'll be giving 
away free products and services, 
hosting free virtual events, and spot-
lighting small businesses. Visit 
https://prolificmarketing.org/prolific
-marketings-21-days-of-free 
 
Ballston Spa Lions Club News: 
Despite the virus shutting down our 
primary fundraiser- parking cars dur-
ing the Saratoga County Fair, we con-
tinue to serve our community.  For 
Thanksgiv-
ing we de-
livered 20 - 
“soup to 
nuts” full 
Thanksgiv-
ings dinners 
to the Pres-
byterian 
Church and for Christmas we deliv-
ered 20 hams to each of the food pan-
tries at the Baptist, Methodist and 
Episcopal Churches. We have served 
the community since 1949 and will 
continue to serve during these tough 
times and continue afterwards. For 
information about our Lions club 
please visit our website 
www.ballstonspalionsclub.org. 
 
Wellspring, the domestic violence 
and sexual assault services resource 
for Saratoga and Washington County 
residents, is excited to welcome Talia 
Cass to the organization as the new 
communications director. Cass comes 
to Wellspring with more than 6 years 
of experience in communications and 
marketing.  As communications di-
rector, Cass will be responsible for 
disseminating the Wellspring brand, 
educating the public on the complexi-
ties of relationship and sexual abuse 
and promoting the many crucial ser-
vices the organization provides survi-
vors. Additionally, she will champion 

Wellspring’s community 
engagement effort, which 
includes facilitating edu-
cational programs with 
Saratoga county school-
aged youth and adults. 
Wellspring also welcomes two new 
board members, Cerri Banks and 
Margaret Smith Cassier. Ms. 
Banks is the dean of students and vice 
president for student affairs at Skid-
more College. She received her Ph.D. 
in cultural foundations of education 
and a certificate of advanced women’s 
studies from Syracuse University. She 

specializes in sociology 
of education, cultural 
studies, multicultural 
education, and qualita-
tive research.  Ms. Cas-
sier is the president and 

owner of Airosmith Development, 
Inc., a certified woman-
owned-business found-
ed in 2004 that special-
izes in site acquisition 
and engineering for 
commercial wireless 
providers, broadband 
companies, utility and government 
entities.  
Wellspring has received charitable 
contribution of $40,000 from The 
Rotary Club of Saratoga Springs. This 
generous donation supports the devel-
opment of Wellspring’s brand-new 
facility located just south of exit 13 on 
Rt. 9 in Malta, which is set to be com-
plete in October 2021. The new build-
ing will replace Wellspring’s existing 
facility at 480 Broadway in Saratoga 
Springs, and allow the organization to 
provide more impactful programs and 
services for survivors of domestic vio-
lence and sexual assault in Saratoga 
County. 
 
Our sincere condolences to Milton 
Town Supervisor Benny Zlotnick 
and his family on the passing of his 
father, Benny Zlotnick, Sr. in De-
cember. 
 
From Adirondack Health Initia-

Ballston Spa Business & Professional Association 

tive (AHI), information regarding 
CHAMP services (Community 
Health Access to Addiction and Men-
tal Healthcare Project).   This pro-
gram is designed to help individuals 
and their families resolve issues in 
accessing substance use disorder and 
mental health services.  AHI helps 
clients get health insurance that 
don’t have it and removes access bar-
riers to treatment (denial of services, 
coverage discrimination) or medica-
tion that is needed.  It’s all about ed-
ucation and helping clients get the 
most out of their health cover-
age. Individuals that need this type 
of assistance can reach out to us for 
services by calling 1-866-872-3740. 
 
Hardwired PC Repair has moved 
and is now located at 133 Milton Av-
enue, on the corner of Hamilton 
Street, as of January 1, 2021.   
 
The Village of Ballston Spa re-
ceived a $26,555 New York State De-
partment of Environmental Conser-
vation (DEC) Urban and Community 
Forestry grant. The grant will fund a 
Tree Inventory and Management 
Plan for the street and park trees in 
the village. The grant is part of DEC’s 
efforts to increase public awareness 
of the importance of trees and to 
help communities develop and im-
plement comprehensive tree man-
agement plans to create healthy for-
ests while enhancing quality of life 
for residents. The Village’s award 
was one of 38 projects statewide se-
lected to receive funding from a total 
of 154 applications. The Village 
formed an advisory Park and Tree 
Board last year to make recommen-
dations on trees and other plantings 
in the parks and along streets. This 
year the Village was also designated 
as a Tree City USA from the Arbor 
Day Foundation. The five-member 
Board has representatives from six 
community organizations: Ballston 
Spa Business and Professional 
Association (BSBPA), Rotary, 
Lions Club, House and Garden 

https://prolificmarketing.org/prolific
http://www.ballstonspalionsclub.org
mailto:in-fo@ballston.org
mailto:in-fo@ballston.org
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Ribbon Cutting at Nani’s 
Indian Kitchen 
How excited are we that 
Nani’s Indian Kitchen is 
open here in Ballston 
Spa? Well, we were the 
first of 3 groups (along 
with the Saratoga Coun-
ty Chamber and the Capital Region Chamber) to 
line up with owner Nafeesa Koslik and her family 
to cut an official welcoming ribbon. This restaurant 
truly is a fami-
ly affair and 
labor of love. 
Word has al-
ready quickly 
spread that 
the food is 
fantastic! Or-
der for take-
out—yes 
please!  

The next BSBPA 
Board of Directors Meeting 

will be held Monday,  
January 18, 2021 at 6:30 pm,  

via Zoom. 
You are welcome to attend. 
Contact the BSBPA office  

for more information. 

Club, Friends of the Kayadeross-
eras and Cornell Cooperative 
Extension (CCE) of Saratoga 
County. Village Trustee Liz Kor-
mos is the liaison for the committee 
to the Village Board. “Each of these 
organizations has a long history of 
caring for and planting trees, shrubs 
and flowers in the Village and have 
come together to beautify and main-

tain the parks and street trees. This 
grant will allow us to determine the 
status of our public trees, develop a 
plan to maintain existing trees and 
plant new trees” said Liz Kormos. 
Mayor Woolbright said, “Trees and 
shrubs provide long lasting benefits 
to the Village not only in environmen-
tal health, but also to reduce flooding, 
provide wildlife habitat, increase 

property values, provide shade for 
walkers and bicyclists, and improve 
the quality of life for all village resi-
dents, businesses, and visitors.” 
 
  
 

COVID-19 Resources and Information: 
There are several link updates to our COVID-19 Re-
source page at www.ballston.org, including links on the 
most recent Coronavirus Relief package, signed into 
law on December 27, 2020, as well as information on 
lease assistance for small businesses in New York 
State. We’ve also added links to resources to help ad-
dress mental health issues, which can be exacerbated 
by the pandemic, and guidance on New York’s vaccine 
rollout. As always, there are links to state-issued FYIs 
and Saratoga County Department of Public Health’s 
dashboard of the latest COVID statistics. 
We continue to monitor the latest guidance, along with 
the additional resource sharing help of our partners at 
the  Saratoga County and Capital Region Chambers 
and Saratoga Prosperity Partnership. 
 
We’d like to acknowledge and thank local businesses 
and organizations who have all quickly acted in the 
best interest of their customers and their staff when 
notified through contact tracing of the possibilities of 
indirect COVID exposure over the past month. It’s hard 
when access and service to the public is your livelihood 
but they didn't hesitate to make the right call, tempo-
rarily close, clean and get word out. Their caution al-
lowed them to reopen in short order. 
 
Please continue to follow safe practices, wear masks, 
and observe the measures that our local businesses, 
restaurants and services must implement so that they 
can safely stay open and serve you. There is optimism 
with the vaccines that we may see some semblance of 
more normalcy later in 2021, but only if we continue to 
be vigilant now. 

http://www.ballston.org
https://www.ballston.org/2020/12/21/covid-19-and-bsbpa-upcoming-events-social-media-outreach/
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BSBPA Members:  Are you up to date on your membership dues?  Renewal invoices are sent on your anni-
versary month.  Usually sent by regular mail, renewal invoices can also be sent to you via email, if you prefer.  
Many times, we find that members sometimes miss the renewals when they come and we will send a second 
(and, if necessary, third) reminder. After 90 days with no response, we have to inactivate membership, which 
means your member benefits are no longer in effect.   Income from membership dues helps us provide oppor-
tunities to our members, as well as continue to help fund the events and activities we offer the community.  
Please check to see if your membership dues are current.   
We currently also have a couple of map guide ad payments outstanding.  We endeavor to make sure all items 
are closed out before the end of our fiscal year on March 31. 
Payments can be made online on the Member Resource Center page at ballston.org (for dues, choose Re-
new Membership, for map guide ads, choose Marketing Opportunities and click on map guide ad) or mail a 
check to BSBPA, PO Box 386, Ballston Spa, NY 12020.  If you are not sure if you have an outstanding bal-
ance, please feel free to contact Ellen at ellen@ballston.org, 518 885-2772.   Thank you for your continued sup-
port! 

Ballston Spa Business & Professional Association 
2020-21 Officers 

Stacy Simmons, President (garden with Stacy) stacy@ballston.org 
Sandy Hassfurter, Vice President (Berkshire Hathaway Home Services) 

sandy@ballston.org 
Kelly Ostrander, Vice President (Contour Mortgage Corp.) 

kelly@ballston.org 
Christine Kernochan, Treasurer (Saratoga National Bank) 

christine@ballston.org  
Kathi Leigh, Secretary  (Ballston Area Community Center) 

kathi@ballston.org 

 
2020-21 Board of Directors 

Jason Armer (Armer Funeral Home, Inc.) jason@ballston.org 
Michelle Burlingame (Burlingame Orthodontics) michelle@ballston.org 

Donna Dardaris (Resident)  donna@ballston.org 
Tracy DeRagon (Resident) tracy@ballston.org 

Liz Kormos (Kormos & Company) liz@ballston.org 
Donna Martin (Village Photo, LLC) donnam@ballston.org  
Lisa McCoy (Saratoga’s Community Federal Credit Union)  

lisam@ballston.org 
Nora Osuchowski (Ballston Area Rec. Commission) nora@ballston.org   

Chris Sorell (Lockettes The Salon) chris@ballston.org  
Nate Thompson (Hope Church) nate@ballston.org 

Ashley Tyler (Jumper Bean Day Care) ashley@ballston.org 
Bernadette VanDeinse (Resident) bernadette@ballston.org 

Dave Womer (Adirondack Cabling & Security) dave@ballston.org  
 

Executive Administrator for the Association 
Ellen Mottola ellen@ballston.org; info@ballston.org; 

BSBPA Board News  
Board Nominations: We are looking for 
nominations for board member positions. 
Prospective nominees should be BSBPA 
members in good standing.  Particularly 
needed are representatives from the 
downtown business district: retail and 
restaurant members and commercial 
property owners.  With our ongoing col-
laboration with the SCPP and the village 
on Ballston Spa’s economic development 
plan , it is crucial to have those voices at 
the table. If you or someone you know is 
interested in giving back to the communi-
ty by joining this busy group, please con-
tact Bernadette VanDeinse. 
In January we say goodbye to board 
member Donna Martin, who is stepping 
down to take a leadership role in her 
church.  Donna has been active with this 
year’s farmers’ market and as a liaison 
with downtown businesses.  We thank 
her so much for her service and we know  
she will continue to contribute to the 
community. 

mailto:ellen@ballston.org
mailto:stacy@ballston.org
mailto:sandy@ballston.org
mailto:kelly@ballston.org
mailto:christine@ballston.org
mailto:kathi@ballston.org
mailto:jason@ballston.org
mailto:michelle@ballston.org
mailto:donna@ballston.org
mailto:tracy@ballston.org
mailto:liz@ballston.org
mailto:donnam@ballston.org
mailto:lisam@ballston.org
mailto:nora@ballston.org
mailto:chris@ballston.org
mailto:nate@ballston.org
mailto:ashley@ballston.org
mailto:bernadette@ballston.org
mailto:dave@ballston.org
mailto:ellen@ballston.org
mailto:info@ballston.org
https://www.ballston.org/member-resource-center/
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2020 Ballston Spa Neighborhood Holiday Parade and Tree 
Lighting 
We may not have been able to gather as 
usual this year, but Ballston Spa was still 
able to ring in the season with a different 
kind of celebration. Santa and Mrs. Claus 
visited Wiswall Park first and lit the vil-
lage tree before heading off travel 
through village neighborhoods, along 
with the Ballston Spa Police, Saratoga 
County Sheriff, Community Emergency Corps with Toys for Tots. 
A big thank you to our generous sponsors Curtis Lumber Company, Ballston Spa Na-

tional Bank (who each had a decorated vehicle in the neighborhood parade) and Adirondack Trust Company. Our  
sincere appreciation to the Ballston Spa Police Dept, Saratoga County Sheriff, Eagle-Matt Lee Fire Co. #1, 
Union Fire Company, Community Emergency Corps, the Ballston Spa Community Band and of course, San-
ta and Mrs. Claus! 
Holiday Window Recognition It’s been a challenging year for so many of our local small businesses, whose 
perseverance and adaptability have been inspiring. Over 30 beautifully decorated storefront windows 
showed that the spirit of the season is alive and well and that downtown Ballston Spa’s shops, restaurants 
and businesses are open and welcoming! Congratulations to this year’ top five: A Bead Just So, Boho Chic 
Boutique, Inspire Hair Studio, Rilassare at 18 Front and Victoria’s Corner. Kudos to everyone who decked 
out their storefronts.  You can still see the photos of all the displays on the ballston.org website. 

Ballston Spa Chocolate Fest 2021 
Have no fear - Chocolate Fest 2021 will continue this year!  Our First Friday Committee has been 
working hard to adapt Chocolate Fest for these times as a celebration of all things Chocolate and 
Love in the month of February. Our Annual Chocolate Fest will be held on Saturday, February 13th 
and will be an all day event! This year the challenge is for our Chocolate Chefs to create a sweet 
dessert, savory chocolate, or chocolate drink experience for take out that serves 2-4 people. As al-
ways, Chocolate Chefs will be in our local restaurants and independent Chocolate Chefs will be host-
ed by our local businesses.  However, this year we will also be challenging our local businesses to create a non-edible 
chocolate or valentine themed product for the event. All Chocolate Experiences and Chocolate Themed Products will be 
within a $15 to $20 price point and can be pre-ordered by customers and ready for pick-up at socially distanced times 
throughout the day on Saturday. You can also look forward to Chocolate Fest merchandise to celebrate this special 
event and support the BSBPA! We invite you to join us for a perfect way to celebrate or to treat your Valentine!  Please 
be patient with our First Friday Committee as we continue to adapt our Annual event for these times.  More information 
and applications will be available in the upcoming weeks. The First Friday Committee of the BSBPA can be reached at 
firstfridays@ballston.org.   

Thank you to everyone who shopped local this holiday season!  Even with a 30 inch snow-
fall a week before Christmas, several shops reported brisk business.  Most restaurants con-
tinue to offer limited dine-in and take out/delivery options which have helped keep them 
humming.  Of course, it still isn’t back to normal, but every effort you make now will go a 
long way to support your small business neighbors through this ongoing pandemic chal-
lenge and back to business as usual. 

mailto:firstfridays@ballston.org
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Need Health  
Insurance?   
We can help! 

Call to schedule a 
free appointment. 

1-866-872-3740  
Adirondack Health  

Institute  
https://ahihealth.org 

Village of 
Ballston 
Spa Board 
meetings 
are held the 
second and fourth Mondays of 
each month at 7 pm. This 
month’s meetings are January 
11 and 25. The meetings will to 
be held via Zoom. For more in-
formation on village meetings, 
call the village office at 518-
885-5711 or email   

info@villageofballstonspa.org. 

Sandwich Boards and Winter Weather 
Sandwich boards are a great way to direct 
customers to your business. Several of our 
downtown shops and restaurants have these 
boards on display at corners and on side-
walks. Ideally, the boards should be removed each even-
ing when your business closes and set up the next day. As 
we were rudely reminded in December, winter snow 
storms can wreak havoc with sidewalks and roads.  Snow-
plows will often end up burying any boards left on the 
sidewalks and the DPW does not have the manpower to 
keep digging them out. The buried boards may also cause 
a hazard to pedestrians and may become damaged, 
which could bring about the need for replacement (and 
its cost) to the business. Ballston Spa DPW is reminding 
businesses to bring their signs in when the forecast calls 
for measurable snow.  Thank you for your cooperation! 

Acclaimed scholar and 
international social jus-
tice activist Dr. James 
Brewer Stewart will be 
the featured speaker 
for the Saratoga County 
History Center’s Janu-
ary 14, 7 pm episode of 
“Experts Next Door.” 

Dr. Stewart, Professor of History Emeritus at Macalester 
College (St. Paul, MN), is one of the foremost experts on 
United States politics, law, and race.  His books are as-
signed reading in both undergraduate and graduate cours-
es, he has appeared in several of the American Experience’s 
(PBS) historical documentaries, is a co-editor for Louisiana 
University Press’s series on “Abolition, Antislavery, and the 
Atlantic World,” and has spoken widely on college campus-
es.  Equally important, Dr. Stewart has devoted his life to 
combatting bigotry, racism, and slavery.  Dr. Stewart’s talk is 
entitled “From Classroom to Community,” and explores the 
myriad ways historians today are reaching out to the general 
public and pushing back against an onslaught of “fake 
news” and “alternative facts.”  He will also talk about his 
own personal experiences and his groundbreaking scholar-
ship. Dr. Stewart is an engaging speaker who loves to field 
questions and comments.  As always, the “Expert Next 
Door” series encourages audience participation and pro-
vides a fun, casual, and enlightening venue for learning and 
discussion. 
Participants need to register in advance 
(https://brooksidemuseum.networkforgood.com/events/25
669-experts-next-door-episode-7) and will receive a Zoom 
link.  They can enjoy and participate from the comfort of 
their homes. 
Any questions or inquiries should be directed to Dr. Michael 
Landis, Public Programs Manager, Saratoga County History 
Center, at mlandis@brooksidemuseum.org.   

Ballston Spa Business & Professional Association 

Happy 
New  
Year! 

https://ahihealth.org
mailto:info@villageofballstonspa.org
https://brooksidemuseum.networkforgood.com/events/25669-experts-next-door-episode-7
https://brooksidemuseum.networkforgood.com/events/25669-experts-next-door-episode-7
mailto:mlandis@brooksidemuseum.org


P.O. Box 386 

Ballston Spa, NY 12020 

 
January 4 Ballston Spa School District Classes scheduled to resume 
 
January 11 & 25 Village of Ballston Spa Board Meetings, 7 pm, via Zoom 
 
January 14  Drive Thru Food Pantry, 10 am, BSNB Corporate Office 
 
January 14 SCHC “Experts Next Door Series-Connecting Classroom to Community”, 
           7 pm, via Zoom 
 
January 18 BSBPA Board of Directors Meeting, 6:30 pm, via Zoom 
 

www.ballston.org 

http://www.ballston.org



