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Report of ambulance and medical equipment donation to Haiti – February 2022 

 

We briefly hugged goodbye at the Miami International Airport though neither Chris nor I are typically 
“huggers”, preferring to shake hands and hold to our macho personas, but we have been good friends 
long before we entered the donated ambulance on Sunday, February 6th at 7:00 a.m.  Before we parted, 
we merely thanked each other for the sacrifice of time from our respective families and employment 
responsibilities and we each then flew home, Chris back to Eau Claire, Wisconsin and Brian to 
Schenectady, NY.  This culminated almost a week of daily driving a mere 1,796 miles before the 
ambulance arrived at its final US destination, the Port of Miami. 

The goal was to send an ambulance and medical supplies to Les Cayes, Haiti, the epicenter of the 7.2 
magnitude earthquake that occurred on August 14th, 2021 leaving 2,248 dead, 12,763 injured and 329 
missing.  Property damage was severe, estimated at $1.5 billion.  Regrettably, nothing ever happens as 
quickly as one would like, so while this project was in its formation, Brian sought donations from his own 
and area Rotary Clubs.  Owing to the generous spirit demonstrated, over $8,000 was quickly raised and 
wired to the Camp-Perrin Rotary Club that was recently formed in that devastated community.  The 
money was further needed owing to the lack of food and water as powerful Hurricane Grace struck Haiti 
a mere 3 days later dumping approximately 10 inches of rain, causing flooding, destroying homes barely 
standing after the earthquake and causing victims to lose what little food they may have salvaged from 
their homes. Rescue operations were temporarily halted due to this 2nd disaster. 
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Thanks to the generous work of the Community Emergency Corps of Ballston Spa, NY and the Ballston 
Spa Rotary Club, an impressive collection of medical equipment was gathered to fill the ambulance, 
consisting of such items as backboards, stethoscopes, leg splints, EMS bags and even 3 CPR training 
dummies – a total of 500 pounds!   
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About the same time, Ellis Hospital donated a used Philips Ultrasound machine complete with stand and 
operating software.   

   

This, along with all of the equipment, had to be boxed owing to the cargo company’s rules.  This posed a 
problem for boxing the nine 6-foot-long backboards.  Thankfully a local mortician had cremation 
“coffins” to contribute to the effort; each comfortably held 4 backboards a piece! 

With the cargo finally loaded on Saturday, Brian picked up his friend Chris from the Albany County 
Airport late Saturday night and after an all-too-brief night’s rest was able to start the 2012 Chevy 5-ton 
ambulance despite the frigid temps.    

         

After a brief stop at McDonalds for a couple egg McMuffin sandwiches, hash browns, orange juice and 
coffee we were off heading due south and the promise of warmer weather with each successive mile.  
The trees were covered with crystal-clear ice from the freezing rain storm just two nights before and the 
sun made everything sparkle.  Past New York City, through New Jersey, Delaware and Maryland, we 
decided to end our first day with a little over 600 miles in Durham, North Carolina.   

The next day we continued to drive south ending a mere 6 hours away in Atlanta to visit Brian’s siblings 
who he had spent a couple days with in January when attending their father’s funeral… now they could 
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say “hello” under brighter circumstances.  That next morning brought a special delight.  To celebrate 
Brian’s sister’s birthday we went to breakfast at Egg Harbor Cafe, a favorite restaurant in the 
neighborhood.  When Brian entered the restaurant he was greeted by owner Mike Farrell who shook his 
hand heartily thanking Brian and Chris for their errand of delivering the ambulance to the needy in Haiti.  
He said that he would like to show his appreciation by buying us all breakfast!  What a heart! 

       

On the road again we steadily drove our way south crossing the beautiful landscape of southern Georgia 
to enter Florida ahead of the rain that awaited us. 

    

Lots of trucks and heavy traffic assured us that the US economy was doing its best to solve the supply-
chain issues that have made everything, including diesel fuel so expensive.  We paid between $3.80 and 
4.19/gal but our best day was 15 mpg so we were content having chosen to drive versus paying for a 
flatbed trailer to make the transport.  By Wednesday afternoon we were at the warehouse for our 
medical equipment drop-off and an hour later to the port of Miami to say good bye to our flying carpet. 
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There are many people to thank and I am likely to have overlooked a few even having so recently 
returned: 

• Ray Otten and the crew at Community Emergency Corps for the ambulance donation and for 
Ray’s personal cash donation 

• Donors of the 500 pounds of medical equipment for the ambulance including: 
o Tracy Weir and the Waterford Rescue Squad 
o Mike McEvoy of the Saratoga Co Office of Emergency Services 
o Lori Prock of the Saratoga Co Public Health Services 

• Ellis Hospital for the donated ultrasound machine and stand 
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• Rotary District Governor Bruce McConnelly for the District money to cover the shipping of the 
ambulance 

                                                 

       Rotary District Governor Bruce with Matogou Haiti Chair Andy Chestnut and Brian 

• Many Rotarians, especially from Schenectady, for the balance of the money to cover the trip and 
the equipment shipment expenses 

• Egg Harbor Cafe owner, Mike Farrell for the free breakfast and the enthusiastic encouragement 
• My wife for not having me to shovel during typically wintery NY weather 
• Chris Hedlund, my friend and co-pilot who has now driven two ambulances with me to ports 

destined for Haiti 
• Doctor Dorgu Pettit-homme and the Rotary Club of Camp-Perrin, Les Cayes for their amazing 

work in the face of unimaginable hardship. 

                                                               

Dr. Dorgu and Brian exchange Rotary flags in 2015 

 

By February 18th the ambulance and equipment should be in port in Haiti’s dangerous and gang-infested 
capital.  Then the ambulance will need to be driven to Les Cayes (red pin-drop in map below) to be put 
in service.  I have been told the gangs will let an ambulance pass through their controlled 
neighborhoods, but it will still be a long and dangerous trip.  Remember the Haitians whose President 
was assassinated last July and whose island is regularly besieged by natural and man-made disasters.  Be 
grateful that you are likely reading this report from the comfort and safety of a community with lots of 
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everything.  “Unto whom much is given much will be required” – Jesus (Luke 12:48).  Thank you for your 
support for this worthwhile project. 

 

Brian Merriam, Chairman 

Schenectady Rotary Club International Committee 

                                        

                                       

 


